


Foreword

Scriptus is back! After working very hard throughout September, we are proud to present our 16th issue. First years, we wish 
you a warm welcome to AUC. We hope you’ve had an awesome month so far. Second and third years, nice to see you again. 
One month in, and there are already plenty of goings-on at AUC. Students protest against DUWO by parking their bikes in 

the lobby! Tomato paste splattered in the elevator! Yes, AUC continues as usual. Yet beneath these wild tales, more subtle, behind-
the-scenes occurrences are taking place that are altering the landscape of our university. The creation of Sharood and Waste2Value 
demonstrate the student body’s creativity and innovation. Student Council had the goal to provide a platform for each student 
initiative and to facilitate the voicing of each opinion. Tekla Tevdorashvili’s exploration of home confronts students with identity 
and security. And in our featured article, we explore the frustrations some students have had with the admissions process. 

With every new issue, we strive to change and improve, and this issue is our most dramatic change yet. We have added two new 
pages. We ran a Serial Contest, allowing writers to write a trilogy across the next three issues. We also have more issues discussing 
politics and world issues. Most importantly, though: we removed our previous categories from Scriptus, allowing writers more 
freedom in what they write. 

We hope you enjoy this issue of Scriptus. We will see you next time in November!

Changes/Updates/Statements

•    We apologize to Matilda Medard. In our last issue, we called her article   
     “Veganism.” The intended title was “I’d like to talk about animals.” Our   
     sincerest apologies.

•    We now have 22 pages! More Scriptus!

•    In October, Scriptus ran its first Serial Writing Contest. Writers had to submit                        
     a 3-part trilogy. Here is part 1 by our winner, Naomi Smit. Parts 2 and 3   
     will be released in November and December, respectively.

•    Say goodbye to our old categories of bygone days. We move to the future,   
     and break down these boxes.

•    We welcome Quinta Dijk to our team as treasurer. Also, Nicole Brusa is   
     now our Head Writer. And last but not least, Laura Galante is our new   
     Head Editor. Our new secretary will be announced soon!

Guess what? Except for September and June, we will be releasing every single month!
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Disclaimer: 
Scriptus is written, edited and designer 
entirely by the students of Amsterdam 
University College. The news magazine 
does not reflect or express the official 
views of AUC. Comments, questions and 
criticisms are welcome at scriptus@
aucsa.nl.

Cover Artists’ Statement

During dormfest at the end of last year, we went around with the camera to take photos 
of all the faces of AUC. The aim was to present them all on the cover of the next Scrip-
tus issue, and so this cover was created! Granted, not all AUC students can be found 
on this cover, and that goal may have been a bit overambitious, but we still managed to 
find a large number of you. Regardless, the cover is meant to symbolise how Scriptus is 
a magazine made by students for students, filled with student news and student issues. 

And a word about the look of Scriptus as a whole: We decided to bring some stylistic 
changes to Scriptus to make it look more tidy and professional, and more like an actual 
magazine. As such we will feature headlines on the cover for every upcoming issue, 
and keep the title style consistent.

By Marissa Koopman and Leonie van der Kolk



Amsterdam is one of the most global cities in the world, 
where you can find almost anything, from Van Gogh 
Museum and Anne Frank’s House, as well as  the Red 

Light District and its mysterious Coffeeshops. Despite its small 
size, Amsterdam is one of the most developed cities and is home 
for a lot of different people. Usually, Amsterdam is symbolized 
by bikes, narrow streets, canals, coffeeshops, look-alike houses, 
and a lot of people doing their own job, but is there anything 
besides that? 

I come from Tbilisi, Georgia, where 
pretty much everything is different. Be-
fore I moved here, Amsterdam was, in 
my mind, just a usual city. But lately my 
representation of this city has changed. I 
live in Science Park, surrounded by na-
ture. There are no narrow streets, no cof-
feeshops, no canals or stores (except for 
Spar) in the bubble. It’s just us, students, 
living in the one of the most globalised 
cities in the world, and yet, it feels so 
cosy and homely here. In Science Park, 
almost every face you see is familiar; 
everyone is friendly. It gets even more 
friendly in the rainwhen you forget 
your umbrella, You don’t get afraid be-
cause you know that someone will of-
fer you half of her/his umbrella to hold 
onto,during the long stand in the wait 
for the green light to come. Probably 
along with positive sides, this place has 
it’s negative aspects, as well as every-
thing in this world, but let’s just focus 
on the good. 

The place I live in is not only the en-
vironment, but also people. As Cecelia 
Ahern said “Home is not a place, it’s a 
feeling”, it is a feeling created by people and location. AUC is 
home for approximately 900 students. To understand Who and 
What exactly creates AUC, I would love to start a small project, 
to ask random people few simple questions, which will need 
only 2-3 sentence answers: What is home and AUC for them 

and How did they end up here? As there are a lot of different 
people around us with different cultures,  nationalities, and vi-
sions, I think it will be interesting to understand the story of 
people around us. 

One Monday I wake up, a half hour later than I’d planned, and 
I get ready in 5 minutes and go out. In the elevator, I am think-
ing about how cold the three minute walk from here to AUC 
will be. I go out, and I realize that my thoughts are far from 
reality. It’s cloudy, but you can see the sun somewhere there. 

The weather is cool and soft wind is blowing, which is very 
rare. I see trees andgreen grass, which makes me feel like I am 
home here, and then there is AUC building, different: interest-
ing, stunning, waiting for excellent and diverse people. It’s 8:20 
and there is still dew on the grass. My class starts in 10 minutes 
and I just stand there for 5 minutes and look at it. Look at the 
whole image and I think - What is home? Truth is, it’s differ-
ent for everyone. Home is what a person creates for  herself/
himself. For me, it is people, campus, nature, university. This is 
where I live now. 

Despite the  dissimilarity that people have here, we all have 
something in common, something called AUC, which believe it 
or not, already feels like home for me.

What is Home?

Story and picture by Tekla Tevdorashvili





This September, your newly elected Student Council 
started off with an unusually busy few weeks because of 
the restructuring that is currently underway at AUC. To 

provide a brief overview of what has been going on, it was pro-
posed by the CvB (the executive board for the UvA and the VU) 
earlier last semester that AUC would be brought under the two 
science faculties of the UvA and the VU. Currently, AUC comes 
directly under the two universities; it is not a Faculty because 
it doesn’t fulfill the criteria to be one (for instance, AUC does 
not produce enough research). There were concerns voiced by 
both the AUC faculty and student body regarding the nature of 
the proposal and the method in which it was being pushed for-
ward. After multiple discussions with the CvB, it was decided 
that AUC would itself draft a proposal for a new model which 
would best suit its needs and would be agreed upon by a major-
ity of the AUC community. For this, an Ad-Hoc committee was 
formed. This committee consisted of members from the faculty, 
administration and the previous and current Student Councils.

One of the problems with the current AUC model is that it has 
a disproportionately high amount of dependence on the Rectors 

From left to right: Anouk ter Linde (Secretary), Danielle Wagenaar (External Communications), Stijn Wilbers (Co-Chair), 
Tanushree Kaushal (Co-Chair), Aaron Altaras (Internal Communications).

(who constitute the CvB) of the two universities. This places 
AUC in an unstable position, left to the decision-making of a 
few individuals, instead of a standardized institutional proce-
dure. Keeping this and other concerns in mind, the ad-hoc com-
mittee drafted a new proposal, which attempted to address as 
many issues as possible.

As per this proposal, AUC will have three formal Decanen 
(Deans) – one each from a Science, Social science and Hu-
manities faculty, with at least one of the three from each parent 
University (the VU and the UvA). The body consisting of these 
three Decanen would replace the current position of the CvB. 
Under this would be the AUC Board, which would have the 
same composition as the present one – the AUC Dean, Student 
Advisory member, the Rectors from both the Universities and 
Vice Rector from the VU. The Student Council would retain 
its status and powers and would continue to come directly un-
der the VU Student Council for most matters. This proposal is 
backed by the majority of the teaching and administrative staff. 

At this point in time, the CvB proposal is in the process of be-

Your Student Council News
By Tanushree Kaushal



 To add to all the buzz, we are excited to get started with the 
student Focus Groups! For those that don’t know, we have 7 
principal Focus Groups – for sciences, social sciences, hu-
manities, academic core, internships and community projects, 
Study Abroad and exchange, and, Masters transition. Members 
of these groups work together to suggest improvements and 
changes to the curricula. Depending on where you wish to see 
modifications in, you can join the focus groups and try to con-
vert your suggestions into tangible changes. To get involved, 
shoot us an email at info@aucsc.nl and we will put you on our 
mailing list. If you think there are academic improvements that 
can be made and have suggestions, this is your place to get 
started!

  For any further information and updates, feel free to drop us 
an email, or pop by our office downstairs at AUC during our 
Office Hours, which are every Thursday in the lunch break. You 
can also access our minutes and updates on MyAUC.nl. In case 
of any queries/ questions/ a personal whim to share your se-
crets, send us a message on Facebook or stop us when you see 
us around AUC or the dorms. 

ing accepted/ rejected by the UvA and VU student and workers’ 
bodies. We are happy to let you all know that the UvA Student 
Council has rejected the CvB proposal, unless the points pro-
posed by AUC are taken into account. 

The process and details might seem rather complicated, so 
please feel free to approach any one of us to clarify any doubts 
you might have.

In different news, AUC finally has a Student Life Officer 
(SLO)! Following the efforts of the previous Student Councils, 
we finally have Vinika Porwal as AUC’s official SLO. She is 
looking forward to supporting students in all social aspects of 
life – within AUC and beyond. She believes that being a student 
can be extremely hard and challenging and she would like to be 
there to support the students through these challenges, without 
herself being directly related to their academic lives. She has 
recently moved to Amsterdam from the United States, where 
she most recently worked in student life affairs at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison and at the Penn State University prior to 
that. A point of trivia about Vinika: She is obsessed with Harry 
Potter and would be happy to have students quiz her on her vast 
knowledge on the Boy Who Lived. She will be available three 
days per week at AUC and you all should feel free to set up an 
appointment and walk in to talk about anything that you would 
like to discuss. More details concerning her available timings 
will be made available at the earliest.



Sharood is the AUC way of eating. It’s simple because 
our lives are already quite complex, it’s fast because we 
are already quite busy and it’s fair because that’s how 

everything should be.

When you’re cooking breakfast, lunch or dinner, open the app, 
post your meal, and notify people about it in the Facebook 
group “Sharood Notifications”. You m(eat) with the sharooders 
who didn’t feel like cooking and wanted to meet new people  
If you are a hungry student go to Sharoodand look for a meal 
that suits you. Once you saved a seat, you just have to go to the 
room indicated at the time indicated. You have lunch, dinner, 
breakfast, you m(eat) and you leave. That’s right, after finishing 
eating,  because Sharood works reciprocally (the host does the 
dishes and you’ll do it when you cook) it is socially acceptable 
to leave as soon as you’re done eating, that way Sharood fits in 
everyone’s routine.

Sharood and the “Sharing” Economy Panorama
By Axel Meta

This reciprocity works thanks to the app’s own virtual currency, 
the Cookies. Getting free food is nice but it means someone 
else is offering his or her food for you to eat it. We at Sharood 
believe that it’s OK to try sharooding for free for a while (that’s 
why you start with 10 Cookies), but at some point you’ve got 
to, quite literally, start putting food on the table. Depending on 
how elaborated a meal is you can choose to charge from 1 to 5 
cookies. The cookies you earn by cooking allow you to eat for 
free the other times at another sharooder’s. So if you share on 
Monday lunch for three people, you can eat for the followings 
dinner, lunch and dinner again at the touch of a button.

But what’s the point anyway of sharing food with the people 
around you? We are all very busy students, we have our sched-
ule sorted out (or try to), we have our friends, our studies. We 
do not have 30 minutes to share food. And yet we might be 
forgetting something very important, something as transparent 
as it is ubiquitous because it is the very essence of our social 
existence: the Community.
Life in a community has a great potential to make us, the people 
who compose society, less individualistic. It implies a recipro-
cal trust among its members, even those who have never talked 

to each other. It only works when trust is taken for granted. 
So if we can use this trust as an incentive to make 900 people 
share a tiny bit of their own life with their peers in the dorms, 
then we are working on changing something underlying in 
Western society: hardcore individualism. We are forgetting that 
sharing should not be something special but rather something 
that belongs to our routine. That is our aim at Sharood: Making 
society less individualistic by having a platform where people 
can share their food with their community or simpler: making 
sharing normal.

More than 140 AUC Sharooders will tell you that Sharood is 
a great way to connect with the community while getting your
tummy filled. I hope that Sharood helps you be a more altruistic 
member of your community and society at large, by sharing 
with those around you.



As the occasional sun sets on our cozy Science Park Cam-
pus, I can’t help but repeatedly hear comments on how 
great the weather is and how we all wish it could stay 

like this. Despite it being hard to admit, deep down we all know 
how short lived the sunny weather is, so that’s why it’s impor-
tant to take ultimate advantage while it’s still here. One of my 

favorite activities when venturing out in the city (because Am-
sterdam is a true wonder when a blue sky sets over) is hitting up 
local cafés or restaurants. 
Recently, I discovered De Bolhoed, which is perfect for the veg-
etarian student body of AUC, but really, anyone who appreci-
ates home-cooked deliciousness with the guilt-free indulgence 
#ohyes. Fun fact, before this health food restaurant on Prinsen-
gracht opened up, it used to be a hat shop! Hence, the name: De 
Bolhoed, which translates to Bowler’s hat. This small bohemian 
gem is open every day from 12:00-22:00 making it the perfect 
Sunday brunch destination or lunch outing for the morning class 
finishers. 

If you doubt vegetarian food can get creative then I encour-
age you to head on over there. Imagine the vegan plat du jour 
- white asparagus, giant beans, roasted sweet potato and mush-
rooms with a vegan cream sauce, grilled tofu topped with pesto, 
brown rice, and fresh greens. I’m already full from reading it! 
In the picture below, you can see a vegan quiche and vegan ra-
gout sandwich (like a vegetable pastry), both served with fresh 
greens, and I assure you this lunch kept me full until way past 
dinnertime. Alongside the beautiful weather, you can enjoy tasty 
vegetable soups, freshly baked quiches, or the most heerlijke 
desserts right near the canals on De Bolhoed’s most delightful 
terrace. I assure you, you’ll feel closer to Amsterdam by doing 
so.

That Hat Shop on the Jordaan
By Diana Ghidanac



Are viruses alive? There have 
been many attempts to define 
‘life’ – from which we may con-

clude that people don’t agree on how to 
define it. But what most people do agree 
on is that viruses are not alive. 

Viruses don’t have a metabolism and 
they are fully dependent on their host for 
everything, so how could they be alive?  
To see this, we need to radically revise 
our perception of viruses. In the image 
below, if you take black as the figure and 
white the ground, you see two heads fac-
ing one another; but if you reverse the 
roles of black and white you see a vase. 
A similar change of perception is needed to see that viruses are 
indeed living organisms.
 
The reason we think of viruses as dead is that we mistake the 
dispersal phase (when it searches for a new host cell) for the 
virus. But this is similar to assuming the egg is the ‘real’ organ-
ism while the bird is just a device to make more eggs. Likewise, 
we don’t see the chestnut as the organism and the Chestnut 

tree as a way of making more chestnuts. 
But what we think of as the virus is actu-
ally analogous to the egg and chestnut. 
We only see the real virus when its ge-
nome restructures the host cell, turning 
it into a virocell. This is the real virus, 
which has a metabolism and which does 
reproduce. The dispersal stage is indeed 
difficult to qualify as a living thing; it is 
better thought of as suspended life – but 
so is the chestnut. To clearly mark the 
distinction, the viral dispersal stage has 
been renamed as the virion.

Are viruses unique in their way of living? 
No, they are not. Some parasitic red algae 

‘donate’ a nucleus to the cell of another red alga. This host cell 
then changes identity and becomes a cell of the parasite. Also, 
the Cuckoo donates its egg in the nest of a host; the host parents 
then raise the chick. No one would qualify red algal parasites 
or Cuckoos as non-living.  But since there is no fundamental 
difference between these examples, there can be no fundamen-
tal difference with regard to the organisms being alive or not. If 
red algae and Cuckoos are alive, then so are viruses.

Opinion: Viruses are Alive
By Cor Zonneveld

Top illustration available at: http://changingminds.org/explanations/perception/gestalt/figure_ground.htm 

Bottom illustration by Yin Hsieh



Arguing against letting refugees in is very difficult for 
me. Of course the Netherlands should accept more ref-
ugees, for the very reasons Maria outlined above. In-

stead, I will argue some potential negative side effects of letting 
the refugees in. The first argument falls in line with discourse 
on neo-colonialism. This is the idea that we are extending our 
“good”, Western aid to peoples elsewhere, thereby westerniz-
ing them. This may be unintentional (no one who donates to a 
charity has the goal of altering the culture of a country), yet we 
often see that it does have a Westernizing effect. Immigrating 
to the Netherlands can have a strong influence on the refugees’ 
identity. Western supremacy is so strong that it often does not 
allow “others” to exist in their “original” form. I worry that, 
by offering our hand to the refugees (which, by the way, is an 
already very colonial term), we will inadvertently westernize 
these people. I would hardly say that this is a moral thing. 
The second argument looks to the distant future. At some point, 

The hot topic in European politics right now is the refu-
gee “crisis”,  a crisis in which Europe struggles to ac-
commodate 340,000 people who have lost everything 

they had, except for hope; hope for a better future, for a 
chance to live. Europe is in shreds trying to find ways to deal 
with refugees; many see them as a burden, not our problem, or 
only coming here to profit. This opposition against refugees is 
also heard here in the Netherlands. A country that prides itself 
on being open, multicultural, a trail blazer when it comes to 
combatting inequalities in all shapes and sizes, suddenly finds 
it hard to walk the walk. Now, instead of just priding ourselves 
in being the best at immigration or diversity, we need to de-
liver. We need to be able to welcome those who have come 
from war-torn places, now more than ever. These people are 
citizens of the world, not only of the Middle East. If we turn 
them away, what will become of them? For those who can-
not relate to the argument of refugees being citizens of the 

Should the Netherlands let in more refugees?

By Maria Gayed

By Nicholas Handfield-Jones

world because it is an “emotional” argument, should consider 
Dutch demographics (and European demographics). In 2020, 
more than 30% of the Dutch population will be above the age 
of 65. How will we be a welfare state, and take care o f our 
own, when we have little manpower to do so? Refugees bring 
with them not desperation, but a renewed sense of succeed-
ing at the second chance at life they get once admitted to the 
Netherlands . With the right help from our side, these refugees 
can integrate, take up jobs, and participate in society like any 
other citizen. Refugees are an addition to our population, as 
they bring in different knowledge, culture, talents and motiva-
tion. A surge in population growth, a surge in the economy 
and a surge in culture and diversity are things to look forward 
to, not to dread. The Netherlands should allow in more refu-
gees, not only because of our moral compass, but also for our 
national development .

Pro

when Syria is more stable, many of these refugees will want 
to return to their home. However, many differences will have 
accumulated amongst the various refugee groups after having 
been separated for so long. This can include religious sepa-
ration (we see that Slovakia is only accepting Christian refu-
gees). Many, including myself, worry that when the refugees 
return home, their religious divides, now made more extreme 
due to the time separation, will lead to further conflict. But in 
addition to the religious level, I also think this could occur on 
a national level. Indeed, when the various groups have been in 
separate countries and cultures for so long, they may develop 
feelings of attachment to these countries. Upon their return, 
there could be the initiation of conflict due to these divides. For 
these reasons, I would be very weary in how we go about ac-
cepting refugees. We must make sure that their cultural identity 
is maintained, and that further conflict is avoided.

Con

Picture by UNHCR, available at: http://www.hunger-undernutrition.org/blog/2014/05/the-dire-state-of-food-security-in-the-syrian-refugee-crisis.html



“All prospective AUC students go through the same ad-
missions procedures.”

So says the AUC website on its Admissions page. A sim-
ple sentence, and yet it asserts quite a lot. Indeed, the 
admissions process is something that every AUC student 

has gone through. For most, the application process was rela-
tively straightforward. However, there are still some students 
who think the process could be improved.

We have approached several students expressing discontent 
with the admissions process. In this article, we explore these 
complaints, find some common trends, and interview Cas 
Evers, the Head of Admissions, for his opinion on these issues.

For first year Marie Chaplet, the admissions process did not go 
so well. Marie applied for a February start. However, due to 
her mathematics requirement, she was forced to wait until the 
fall to begin her studies. 
She believes the mathematics requirements for majoring in hu-
manities were unclear. This was especially the case for her as 
she graduated from the European school of Bergen with higher 
level Maths and majoring in humanities at AUC supposedly 
requires lower level maths. The admissions decision came to 
her as a surprise. She also feels that if this mathematics issue 
was brought up earlier throughout the admissions procedure 
she could have done something, for instance taken an SAT test, 
to fulfil the requirements. Thus, she would have been on time 
with fulfilling requirements for the February start. She then 
phoned the school and got in contact with the front desk who 
did not inform her adequately and eventually asked her to stop 
phoning.
 
Another February student has had problems with payments 
and fees. When this person enrolled in February, the enrolment 
did not go through to the admissions office, but she had paid 
the admissions fee already. This person had to pay them again, 
and was then told that she would be paid back for the double 
amount she paid. “But that didn’t happen,” this person told us. 
“And it still hasn’t happened.”
 
Additionally, there were issues with this person’s tuition pay-
ments, where she paid for a whole year, but was then continu-
ously asked for a monthly payment. 
“It took a long time [to sort it out],” 
she said. “There were many emails 
back and forth.” Beyond that, this person was told that she 
was accepted to AUC only two weeks before the beginning 
of the academic year, an inconveniently short amount of time 
she thought.
 
Finally, when asked if the information on the admissions 
website and correspondence could be clearer, this person told 
us that it definitely could be. “It should work as simple as it 
sounds.”
 
With these two stories in mind, we wanted to see if it was a 

common feeling amongst AUC students. We conducted a quick, 
one-question survey to 43 students working at AUC, and to 13 
students on an online poll. The question was “Are you satisfied 
with AUC’s admissions process?” The possible answers were 
“yes,” “somewhat,” and “no.” Additionally, students were able 
to elaborate on their answers.

When we combine these two polls, we get the following grand 
total:

From these data sets, we can determine that while the majority 
of students were mostly satisfied with the admissions experi-
ence, there is still a significant number of people who are un-
happy with their experience. In the combined cohort, nearly a 
third of students felt unsatisfied with the process.

Several of these dissenters explained 
why they felt unsatisfied with the pro-
cess. Some students talked, as Marie 

did, about unclear mathematics requirement guidelines. One 
student expressed frustration over the confusing explanation as 
to what the Admissions Day would be like: he and many others 
thought it was a formal occasion. Another student told us that 
her documents had not been considered, even though she has 
sent them well on time. Finally, one student told us that the dif-
ficulty of AUC was not adequately communicated.
 
It is apparent that while the majority of students find no prob-
lem with the admissions process as it is, many found that it 
was a tiresome, stressful, and unclear experience. It is a process 

“It should work as simple as it sounds”

Admissions Amiss!
By Nick Handfield-Jones



“There is a huge group who starts their academic 
career here each summer. This is something I’m 
proud of, especially if you see all the stuff we have to 
do during the summer! And for the majority of the 
students, it is a smooth process, and it works.”

that should be bettered. Granted, improving admissions pro-
cess will have no bearing on current AUC students. However, 
future applicants to AUC deserve the best, most convenient 
process possible. With all this in mind, we decided to interview 
the head of admissions, Cas Evers.

Cas Evers is a graduate of the UvA, and has worked at AUC 
since 2013. We presented him with the two specific cases first. 
He began by talking about the mathematics requirement: “It 
does happen that we ask students to defer or wait until Sep-
tember so that they can work on their math [...] We give them 
two weeks to respond to this email. If they said that is okay, 
we get back to them. I agree, we may have got back to them 
a little late because the early bird and regular deadlines had 
passed, and so then we invited 
everyone to the admissions 
day. But indeed it was a cou-
ple of months later. Maybe in 
the future we could send some 
emails in the meantime during 
December, January, or Febru-
ary.”
 
He goes on to explain that he disagrees with the requirements’ 
apparent lack of clarity. “If a student starts an application,” he 
told us, “it all starts on the website auc.nl/admissions. There is 
a link to the application form, and above that button, there is 
a link to the application guidelines where we state the process 
step by step, as well as explaining the math requirements.”
 
Cas also explained the lack of understandings on the front 
desk’s part. “The front desk is just the reception,” he explains. 
“They’re there to do the work of a receptionist: they are not in-
volved in the application process. That is why we cannot share 
any information with them because of privacy issues.”
 
The right way to contact the admissions office, he says, is to 
email the service desk using the email servicedesk@auc.nl. 
However, upon investigation, we see that on the admissions 
webpage, there is only a button to contact AUC, which leads to 
a form, seen here. Additionally, when you click on the “Con-
tact Us” button, there is not mention of the aforementioned 
email. If the service desk email is the most checked, perhaps it 
could be more visible around the application webpage.

Understandably, organizing the admission of so many applicants 
every year is extremely difficult. We asked Cas if there were any 
issues on the admission side of this problem that sometimes hin-
ders the process. He told us that because there are two separate 
universities to deal with during the application period, UvA and 
VU, it can be very difficult to coordinate everything. For ex-
ample, “[One] difficulty is that all the systems we use are UvA 
systems, [even though many students are VU-first]. This is in 
our office, but even you, when you go on SIS or Blackboard, its 
all UvAnetID. To get a UvAnetID, your enrolment needs to be 
finalized at the UVA. That means that the VU-first students need 
to finalize their application there.”

We then asked him if there are efforts being put in place to 
improve this process. He say 
that the admissions office is 
trying to improve every day. 
The implementation of better 
interfaces between the parties 
and frequent communication is 
helping. 

Lastly, after bombarding Cas with complaints and queries, we 
wanted to end things on a positive note. “What are you most 
proud of with your team and the process you’re creating?”
“It is a very labour intensive process, every year we manage. 
There is a huge group who starts their academic career here each 
summer. This is something I’m proud of, especially if you see 
all the stuff we have to do during the summer! And for the ma-
jority of the students, it is a smooth process, and it works.”

Indeed, there are problems with application process. The experi-
ences of Marie and other students make this very clear. By pub-
lishing this piece, we hope to generate further discussion as to 
how to improve the system. The admissions office is constantly 
looking for new ways to make the system run more smoothly. 
Now let’s generate talk amongst the students. 

Interested in the full interview? The full transcription will 
be posted online soon! Check our Facebook page for the de-
tails!



College with a Capital C

As I walked from my dorm room to the dining hall, I 
thought about all the things I have experienced so far 
here in the US. It’s been two months since I left the 

Netherlands. The first month I went on a road trip by car and 
saw many sites of the US: the lakes of Minnesota, the ‘bean’ 
in Chicago, Niagara Falls, Acadia National Park in Maine, 
the ‘old’ city of Boston (including the campus of Harvard), 
and with final destination Washington D.C. It was special to 
experience how diverse the coun-
try is with respect to its landscape, 
people and political organization. 
There was, however, one thing 
all the states had in common: the 
amount of American flags. I think I 
saw a trillion stars and stripes and 
this is, even for a ‘trotse Fries’, 
pretty extreme. 

After a month of traveling, a new 
adventure at the University of 
Maryland (UMD) began. The uni-
versity is located in College Park, 
a bit to the northeast of D.C. When 
you step on the train in College 
Park, it takes you straight to the 
capital in about 20 minutes. Dur-
ing the orientation week, we ended 
up kayaking on the Potomac River. 
It was about 30 degrees (Celsius) 
every day during those weeks and 
was therefore nice to finally be on 
the water. After a few minutes ped-
dling, we suddenly saw the Lin-
coln and Washington memorial! I 
had no idea we were so close to the Mall, so this was a very 
unexpected and overwhelming first sight of this place I had so 
often heard of and seen on television! 

Speaking of television, comedian Trevor Noah, the new host 
of The Daily Show, came to give a performance here that I 
went to. There are extremely many events being organized by 
the hundreds of student organizations. It is similar to AUC but 
on a much bigger scale. No wonder, because there are about 

37,000 students enrolled at the University of Maryland. 
The UMD campus is very green and clean, and from what I’ve 
seen I think it looks much nicer than Harvard’s campus. UMD 
has nice buildings, open grass fields, and beautiful trees that 
many squirrels call their home, and I am very excited to see all 
those leafs change colors during the fall. There are many op-
portunities to study and exercise outside, including an in- and 
outdoor swimming pool, a few gyms, and uncountable sport fa-

cilities on campus. On ‘game-days’ every-
body is wearing Maryland gear. There are 
fireworks in the stadium, a marching band, 
cheerleaders and of course lots of food. I 
still have no idea what the rules of football 
are, but it is a fun, typical American Col-
lege experience.

The amount of courses offered at UMD 
is insane and I enjoy a mixture of math 
and political courses. The libraries, which 
are often open 24 hours a day, have all 
the books and computers you could ever 
imagine, 3D-printers, a Starbucks café, 
and couches inside. At two o’clock in the 
morning it can still be busy, especially 
since the dorm rooms are pretty small. It is 
surreal and exciting to me to have profes-
sors that know people, like Hillary Clinton 
personally.

I love being able to go to D.C. on a regular 
afternoon to visit museums and memori-
als. Being here on special days like the 
9/11 anniversary and the Pope’s visit is ex-
traordinary. I didn’t see the Pope, though, 

because Ed Sheeran was also giving a performance that week. 
Hallelujah: he was so good!
AUC, I am very grateful and proud that I got the chance to spend 
a semester at a college in this fascinating country!

Have a great semester everyone and see you in February!

By Amerens Jongsma



Don’t walk alone in the street, especially not after sunset. 
Don’t stop with your car on the side of the road or you 
might get hijacked. Don’t take the train in small groups 

or during times when there are not a lot of people travelling 
or you will get robbed. Don’t leave anything in the car or you 
will find your windows smashed. The list of Don’ts that South 
Africans keep repeating is very long. I am taking locals’ advice 
seriously, but I also see that many of these warnings are based 
on prejudices. 

I could have started this article with 
the description of the wine fields 
and scenery around Stellenbosch, 
the oak alleys and cafes in the little 
student town, the barefoot-walking, 
long-haired, huge South African guys 
skateboarding through campus or the 
thatched houses that would fit well 
on a Dutch postcard if there were 
not these amazing mountains behind 
them. Studying in Stellenbosch is 
awesome, South Africa’s nature is 
incredible, and I love it here. Never-
theless, it is not without reason that 
people are being taught to be careful.

Cape Town, which is right next to 
Stellenbosch, is high up on interna-
tional rankings on crime and violence. 
Organized crime flourishes in its in-
formal settlements, I keep hearing ter-
rifying stories of violence and the city 
did most likely not get its nickname 
“Rape Town” for nothing. At the same 
time, the Anthropology student in me sees that apartheid has 
only officially ended 21 years ago and that racial prejudices are 
still part of everyday reality. Although caution is justified, there 
are a lot of prejudices at play that appear to have their origin in 
the fear of the unknown. To name just one example, many people 
told me that I should only take “taxis” (cheap collective minibus 
taxis), if I want to get robbed, kidnapped or stabbed, but actually 
never took one themselves.

I took the train several times (I didn’t get stabbed), I cycle 
through Stellenbosch at night all the time (the only incidence: 
while waiting at a red traffic light, a guy in the car next to me 
opened the window and told me that I should really wear a 
helmet), and I am regularly (and alone) taking the infamous 
taxis to get to the place where I volunteer. These minibuses 
are hated by car drivers because they stop anywhere on the 
road (even on the highway) to collect people. Their seats are 

scuffed (if one gets a seat and not just 
a box to sit on), their windows cracked 
and their drivers incredibly skilled in 
driving, counting money and yelling 
into their phone simultaneously.

I haven’t had any bad experiences up 
to now, although I am very aware that 
my white skin instantly identifies me 
as the black sheep in such settings. I 
often have to ask twice for my change 
because the drivers assume I don’t 
know the prices and they can rip me 
off. I have to wait twice as long for a 
taxi to stop on the side of the road. I 
guess that is because they don’t think 
this blond girl seriously wants them 
to stop. I am aware that I am reliant 
on people’s help, but they often seem 
to be concerned about my safety and 
help even more.  I enjoy the feeling of 
getting a glimpse into the life of most 
South Africans. Being safely locked 
behind gates, alarm systems, and se-
curity guards is definitely a big part of 
“the South African experience”, but 

that is just South Africa for a few.

Studying in Stellenbosch is safe, awesome, and I would rec-
ommend it to anyone. The landscape is awesome, the food 
is awesome, the people are awesome. Just, if you ever come 
here, remember that black people that are too poor to have a 
car to get to work and therefore fetch taxis from the side of the 
road are not scary, but awesome as well.

Moving through Post-Apartheid South Africa

By Ina Schebler



You may have seen large bins appearing at AUC: next 
to the cafeteria in the Academic Building and in the 
entrances of the dorms. These grey plastic-bottle-look-

alike bins have been placed there by Waste2Value, to collect 
plastic bottles that can be recycled into 3D printer ink.

Maarten de Zeeuw, a 20 year-old science major, explains that 
the process quite resembles cooking. After he has checked 
whether the bottles are the correct kind of plastic, PET, he 
cuts them into small pieces with a pair of scissors, mixes them 
with water, and blends the resulting plastic cocktail for a few 
minutes. The resulting plastic pulp goes into a machine that 
looks like a bright-red meat-mincer and melts it into a long thin 
strand of transparent plastic filament. 

This is all part of Waste2Value, a starting AUC community 
project. “The goal is to collect plastic bottles and recycle them 
into 3D printer ink,” Maarten says, “and then show people the 
process.” Indeed, the concept is very tangible and hands-on. 
But Waste2Value’s plans are bigger, explains Maarten: “We are 
talking to recycling companies to apply the concept on a larger 
scale.”

“Some people call it upcycling,” Maarten adds, “While recy-
cling is more about reusing the material for the same purpose, 
upcycling is about making a new, more valuable product out of 
it, and not just bottles again.”

“Upcycling is related to the idea of circular economy,” says 
Maarten. “A conventional economy is when you have this re-
source, you make a product, and once you don’t need it any-
more, you burn it or put it in a landfill, but a circular economy 
is a closed chain. You have the resource, you make it into a 
product, but it then becomes the resource for a new product.”

“It’s a perfect manifestation of the things I teach about,” says 
Dr. Thijs Etty, AUC’s lecturer in Environmental Law & Policy 
and Waste2Value’s supervisor, 

Both Maarten de Zeeuw and Dr. Thijs Etty agree that 3D-print-

ing is far from being the whole solution to global environmental 
problems. Dr. Etty says that “3D-printing is a bit of a double-
edged sword. If we used recycled plastic as input material for 
3D printers, it’s a great way to close this loop and have a circular 
economy. But if we produce new plastic for 3D-printing, that’s 
a very unsustainable practice. We’re just producing more stuff.”

Waste2Value also has an educational side. Mona Farnisa, a sec-
ond year environmental science major, is in charge of this edu-
cational side. “It is important to teach children about the con-
sequences of waste and the value of reusing items in a circular 
way.” 

“Plastic waste is one of the hardest forms of waste to turn into re-
usable product that does release harmful elements into the atmo-
sphere as well. Being able to demonstrate to the children about 
how plastic bottles can be turned into plastic filament that can be 
used for the 3D printer is very rewarding.” 

“The beauty of the project,” says Dr. Etty, “is that it will involve 
high-school or elementary school students. The community as-
pect of it is very important, because I think you can’t start early 
enough to teach kids about environmental issues and the impor-
tance of our behavior in the creation of environmental problems 
and their solutions.”

“To have them collect plastic bottles to be reused would really 
make a difference in their thinking,” he adds, “It can be a pilot 
study that can be rolled out much more broadly. And it can be 
an initiative well beyond AUC that can make a tremendous dif-
ference. If it helps you influence the next generation, then what 
better result could you have for a community project?”

Waste2Value works together with AUC 3D Printing Lab to ex-
plore the potential of 3D-printing technology. Both students and 
teachers are welcome to use AUC’s very own CubePro 3D print-
er to print out custom high-quality plastic objects.

AUC’S GREY BINS AND THE 
WORLD OF 3D PRINTING

By Alexander Velichkov, Maarten de Zeeuw 
and Mona Farnisa



Yesterday as I was sitting on the 
train in Amsterdam, I saw the 
woman across from me read-

ing a book titled ‘Age of the Dem-
ocratic Revolution’ and was re-
minded of all the history courses 
in high school which taught 
us about the French and the 
American Revolutions. 
The chapters on Revolu-
tionary ideas and battles 
fought and lost and won 
which strove for the ide-
als most hold dear to their 
existence – freedom, equal-
ity and liberty. What do these 
notions, so pivotal in forming 
the basis for Western democratic 
nation-states, really mean? As prized 
as they continue to be, they also formed 
the ideological basis for the long history 
of conquest and colonization of the greater 
part of the world. For with these ‘ideals’ came the legitimacy 
to conquer – now the ‘liberated’ were under moral obligation 
to ‘liberate’ everyone else. It was these highly-regarded ideals 
which formed the theoretical foundation for imperialism. Let 
me rephrase that. It is these highly regarded ideals which form 
the foundation for imperialism. Not just Western invasions into 
“unstable” regions, but also ‘humanitarian’ aid, economic re-
structuring to ‘aid’ domestic economies, setting up universities 
in ‘underdeveloped’ regions – all of these are the present-day 
methods to ‘liberate’ the ignorant, to ‘force’ the masses to be 
free. 

Thomas Babbington MacCauley, an administrator of India dur-
ing British colonial rule once stated that “a single shelf of a 
good European library was worth the whole native literature 
of India and Arabia”. This statement would strike as explicitly 
racist and colonial, but is this not exactly the attitude that is in-
stitutionalized in University today? Look around yourself and 

you don’t see a single non-Western source 
of inspiration on the walls at AUC. Nei-

ther do you come across a lot of cours-
es which offer a non-Eurocentric 

perspective. Once, while voicing 
concern with another AUC-er 

about the lack of diversity on 
the walls, I was given the re-

sponse that maybe the rea-
son why these walls are 
Eurocentric is because 
thought hadn’t fully 

developed among other 
peoples earlier (or among 

women for that matter). So, 
not only does the West have a 

monopoly over economic and nat-
ural resources, but also over thinking 

and the creation of knowledge. And, 
then I hear people claiming that racism 

and sexism are not really issues at AUC. 
Sure, we could do with some more diversity 

among the students accepted every year. But structurally ev-
erything is fine. Better than fine. It is excellent. This education 
proves to be a form of violence – one which provides the theo-
retical foundation to dehumanize the ‘Other1’ similar to how the 
ideals of freedom, equality and liberty did a few centuries ago. 
If the ‘Other’ is not refined enough to qualify as human, then it 
must be liberated and altered. And if that doesn’t work, it must 
be eliminated. 

This calls for an evaluation and re-evaluation of ourselves and 
our ‘knowledge’. So that we don’t go on to liberate others. So 
that we don’t become the 21st century versions of Mr. Thomas 

1. The ‘Other’ stands for is all that lies outside of the West-
ern, Eurocentric world.

Moral Illusions
By Tanushree Kaushal

Illustration by Saad Lakhani, available at: http://www.mybitforchange.org/2012/decolonizing-the-mind/



The internet, social media, television news reports, pub-
lic discourse and surely many discussions in university 
classes have been permeated with the developments of 

the rapidly escalating refugee crisis. Devastating images of a 
child dead on the Turkish shore, overcrowded ships crossing the 
Mediterranean, families caged in detention centers and masses 
surging across borders through barbed wire only to meet ill-
tempered border patrols, coalesce to portray what may be the 
most significant humanitarian crisis of the 21st Century. Indeed, 
the United Nations High Commission for Refugees has assert-
ed that roughly 60 million people were displaced at the end of 
2014, the highest point since the Second World War. This figure 
encompasses the global refugee crisis, however it is the ongoing 
brutal civil war in Syria which brought the refugee crisis right to 
Europe’s doorstep, and will thus serve to be the conflict of focus 
in order to contextualise the current refugee crisis.

Indeed, headlines on this matter appear on a daily basis, expos-
ing the developments of this influx of refugees at and within 
Europe’s borders, promoting the idea that these masses of non-
Europeans are flooding “our” nations, in a way that only serves 
to create a sense of threat, invasion, and instability. Very few, 
however, recognise that the true crisis is elsewhere, one that 
millions of people have risked their lives to escape from, and 
most importantly, one that Western countries, which are now 
fortifying their borders, have a significant role in initially arous-
ing and currently promoting its persistence and exacerbation. 

Certain scholars contextualise the current state of affairs in Syria 
as dating back to the arbitrary partition of the Arabic-speaking 
provinces of the Ottoman Empire by Britain and France after 
World War I. However, for our purposes, a look at a more gen-
eral overview of Syria’s recent history will suffice. Syria has 
been governed through a regime of authoritarian dictatorship by 
the al-Assad family since 1971. However in 2011, the onset of 
a series of anti-government protests, uprisings and armed rebel-
lions that swept across the Middle East, referred to as the Arab 
Spring, challenged Bashar al-Assad’s regime. This unyield-
ing regime subjected Syrian civilians to ruthless violence, and 
thus what initially began as a series of peaceful protests rapidly 
evolved into a Syrian civil war due to the regime’s refusal to 
resign. Significantly, the upheaval simultaneously gave way to 
ISIS, a militaristic jihadist group, to enter Syria with the aim of 
creating a totalitarian Islamic caliphate through similarly brutal 
measures.

The war clouds that hovered over Syria following the Arab 
Spring were viewed by Western countries as signals that the 
country was ‘ready’ for democratic governance, and thus in July 
2011 the US and France sent ambassadors to Hama in order to 
urge the oppositional forces, that is, the then-peacefulMuslim 
Brotherhood, to unite and overthrow the dictatorship. Despite 
this, the USA’s response to the recent refugee crisis has been se-
verely inadequate, while Europe is growing into an increasingly 
semi-porous fortress through robust anti-immigration policies, 
causing refugees to constantly encounter new waves of struggle 

Picture by Emilio Morenatti, available at: http://edition.cnn.com/2015/09/04/europe/syria-aylan-kurdi-funeral/
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in their search for peaceful livelihood.
 
The journey to Europe is an extremely perilous one, on the one 
hand due to the exploitative organisers of these trips which very 
often rob the passengers of all their income and offer no safety;  
on the other hand the European Union has enforced rigid poli-
cies that intentionally enhance the degree of danger in the sur-
rounding seas. Indeed, Mare Nostrum, a naval and air operation 
which ensured a safe passage to Europe for thousands of refu-
gees and migrants, was replaced last fall with Frontex’s Opera-
tion Triton, which contrastingly concentrates on patrolling and 
reinforcing the European frontier rather than focusing on search 
and rescue. The idea was that the accumulating death toll of 
those attempting to seek refuge within Europe would discour-
age others from embarking on this journey. However, the reality 
is that this only resulted in people taking even more dangerous 
routes. Thus, through these measures the EU has consciously 
preferred to allow individuals and families to die at sea rath-
er than to ‘have to deal with them’ within their borders, while 
those who do manage to make it to Europe find that safety lies 
beyond their grasp. The surface-level freedom of mobility that 
Europe promotes is rapidly crumbling; counties such as Hun-
gary and Austria, among others, are sealing their borders in or-
der to push the refugees, the ‘burden’, elsewhere in an attempt 
to preserve national identity from being influenced by refugees’ 
cultural characteristics.

Even so, where governments refuse to cooperate or provide 
the necessary aid for refugees who have managed to make it 
to Europe, groups of citizens have voluntarily come together 
throughout European nations, gathering resources and sup-
plies in an attempt to welcome the refugees in a more humane 
manner. While such actions have proven incredibly valuable in 
countering certain European States’ resentful response to the in-
flux of refugees, a more beneficial large-scale solution exists. 
This would be to apply pressure on non-responsive governmen-
tal bodies that exacerbate the situation by fortifying their bor-
ders, and which create points of high pressure in countries like 
Greece and Germany, the former being in an especially difficult 
position due to the severity of the economic recession. In effect, 
these responses only serve to promote further anti-immigration 
sentiment within the population rather than the necessary out-
looks of understanding and empathy.

For more information on how to help in Amsterdam visit: https://
www.facebook.com/refugeeswelcomeamsterdam/timeline
(RefugeesWelcome Amsterdam)
 

  Refugee Crisis

By Lizzy Ioannidou

Picture by Marko Djurica, available at: http://uk.businessinsider.com/refugee-crisis-uk-vs-german-demographics-2015-9



I don’t think it is too bold an assertion that technology is seen 
as that which symbolises civilization’s progression. Tech-
nology can be thought of as the means by which human 

civilisation progresses towards a safer, efficient, easier, open, 
fairer, and most importantly, a society rooted in objective ratio-
nality. Sounds great, but what might this progression actually 
entail? And how will our lives be affected?

Let me speak on behalf of everyone, and say that at some point 
in our lives we have all experienced someone droning on about a 
new invention or an upgrade on an existing piece of technology 
and how it will revolutionize everything or at least something. 
And everyone has also experienced, sometimes with the same 
person, how technology has ruined a certain aspect of life. For 
example, how kids don’t go outside anymore, but rather, just 
live through screens.

Now let me grossly 
simplify a complex 
problem myself, and 
say that what these 
real but imaginary 
conversations may 
show is that with new 
technologies, and with 
potential technologies, 
there is a certain level 
of anxiety and jubila-
tion felt by different 
people. The emotions 
elicited from these 
conversations natural-
ly find their way into 
the novels or films 
(examples of cultural 
artifacts) that are be-
ing produced, allowing them to be realised in inaccurate, spec-
tacular and entertaining ways.  

The recent slew of films dealing with A.I. and its potential con-
sequences is testament to this idea of cultural artifacts medi-
ating the feelings and thoughts of the time in which they are 
created. With the new hotel in Japan manned entirely by robots, 
and with figures such as Stephen Hawking warning us of the 
dangers of an impending A.I., we seem to be on the verge of 
fully developed A.I. No longer is it just a wild fantasy. Instead, 
it is becoming more apparent that perhaps even in our lifetime 
we will be interacting with machines on a more profound and 
humane level. 

In this regard, cultural artifacts may have some use after all be-
yond being entertaining or providing a distraction from the fact 
that you have wasted three years of your life pursuing a glorified 
leftist-hobby. These cultural-artifacts arguably present us with 
a means to criticise and critically analyse these developments. 
They provide an insight into their reception, and they also play 
a role in shaping general opinion. They ask what will it mean for 
humanity if said technology is introduced, and by providing us 

with an other in which we can compare ourselves, they make 
us ask what does it mean to be human. How does a machine 
have to be for it to be human-like and to think like a human? 
In these cultural artifacts the boundary between machine and 
human is usually blurred, creating the opportunity for the au-
dience to be able to emphasize with something that is neither 
living nor human - or is it? - because we see a projection of 
ourselves within these machines or at least a potential situation 
in which we may find ourselves in. I mean, you need to have a 
heart of stone not to be moved by Disney’s Wall-e.  

A quick flick through the annals of literature and film, however, 
shows us that this topic is not something that is specific to this 
time alone. Go back, for example, 100 years to the height of 
modernism and futurism and we can already see it being dis-

cussed and dealt with 
in a similar manner - 
i.e. this is great or this 
is really fucking scary. 
There are an abundan-
cy of texts and mani-
festos in this period 
that deal with the idea 
of man and machine 
fusing for the better, 
for progression, as a 
way to build a utopia. 
And there are equally 
as many approaching 
the topic with trepida-
tion: how removing 
the qualities which 
make us human and 
replacing them with 
more machine-like 
ones will bring about 

the end of humanity. This is without Hawking and The Henn 
na in Japan, remember. 

Now, if I may extrapolate for the sake of ending this article on 
a bombshell: it seems that machines/technology ultimately tap 
into this fear of mankind not being able to control their own 
creations, and these representations also force us to consider 
some big questions. For example, what does it mean to be hu-
man, and what is it that makes me human and not a machine 
beyond our obvious biological/mechanical make-up? Many 
authors have tried to deliberate on what the answers to these 
questions might be and present them in the form of a cultural-
artifact; we see these topics in a wide range of texts, from Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein (1818), to Alex Garland’s Ex Machina 
(2015). Perhaps it is through traversing these genres and pe-
riods that we can begin to understand what it would mean for 
humanity if fully formed A.I. were introduced, and how our 
lives might be affected.  

By James Skelly
Illustration by Caecilia Boerlage

Can Literature  Tell us Anything About 
Technology?



When I was younger, at the age of early adolescent 
(a.k.a. puberty at its peak), the question “Wanna 
come over and watch a movie?” stood for a gen-

eral accepted code where a girl or boy would come over to 
someone’s house, start a movie, get in the mood, and then get 
involved with sexual activities. However, as I grew older, the 
“Wanna watch a movie” code wasn’t an appropriate way of 
asking for sexual activities anymore since it had accumulated a 
negative charge. Asking the question was either no longer ap-
propriate for our age, or wasn’t realistic anymore since watch-
ing a movie has shifted from an extraordinary moment to a 
time of ‘just downloading’ and watching movie after movie 
in a row. The generation of going to video rental stores, where 
you had to be a member to be able search out a bunch of po-
tential movies to watch on a date, have been waiting for a new 
trend to arrive!

The Netflix company was established in 1997, but has gained 
most of its popularity and viewers in 2014 and 2015. It has 
introduced a new way of media because it answered to today’s 
high demand for TV shows rather than movies and responded 
on the interactive way of watching TV. The number of TV 
shows produced in 2015 compared to, for example, five years 
ago has significantly multiplied. The idea of following TV 
shows has formed a new community of audience that people 
want to identify with. Adding to that, the amount of seasons 
and episodes produced per TV show allows the audience to 
stick longer to a storyline than a movie could ever take on. The 
new community among Netflix users started off with hip adults 

around 30 (who were able to pay for the Netflix account in the 
first place), however, it has slowly gained more young adults 
and adolescents in its users audience. With this rapid recruit of 
post-adolescents, it isn’t odd that this has resulted in the arrival 
of a new booty-call trend called: Netflix and chill.

The ‘Netflix and chill’ slang still sounds very new for a lot 
of people, and very innocent. However, the innocent looking 
question has become a social media code phrase for teenagers 
to hook up. The ‘Netflix and Chill’ hype has replaced today’s 
unpopular “Wanna watch a movie?” code, and has enabled 
young adults (again) to ‘sneakily’ ask for a sexually intended 
date. Even though a lot of Netflix users still use the ‘Netflix and 
chill’ in a serious way (where they actually want to hang out and 
watch Netflix), a new generation of Netflix users is changing the 
dimension and meaning of Netflix related dates. 

In order to prevent misinterpreted moves, the take home mes-
sage of this article is: the next time if a cute guy or girl asks 
you to come over and watch a new episode of Orphan Black 
or New Girl, you should try in advance to determine the mean-
ing behind his aims to prevent conflicting intentions later. If the 
‘Netflix and chill’ code is used in a way, I would say: be aware 
of a sexual indented date! 

“Going to your partners house and fuck with Netflix in the background.”
 - Urban Dictionary (August 2015)

By Charlotte Verboom
Illustration by Soo Bin Park



October 26, 2015, 16:04

“It is unlikely we will ever meet again.”
Those were his last words to me. Didn’t really give 
it much thought at the time. If anything, I thought he 

was joking.
Such a drama-queen. Still, he was the most brilliant person I 
had ever had the pleasure of meeting, and I had met a consider-
able amount of brilliant people. 
Outsiders seriously underestimate those who are locked away 
behind the stern doors of asylums. Even so, I had never ex-
pected him to pull this off.
How… extraordinary.

I told them I wouldn’t be attending the funeral. There was no 
point. Rather than mourning, I would celebrate his salvation. 
He’d longed for it for so long, and had finally acquired it. 
Not surprisingly, I had gotten more than a little critique con-
cerning my decision. The word ‘disrespectful’ was thrown at 
me a lot. At least they had the decency to whisper it. Useless; 
he’d taught me how to listen well.

“Come. You meant a lot to my… my b-brother. He greatly val-
ued your visits. Your… conversations.”  Though he had come 
all the way here, he didn’t look at me while he spoke. He had 
never really looked at me. His crazy brother’s friend. He was 
scared of me.
“William.” He flinched as I said his name. “I’m not going to the 
funeral. I don’t want to.”

“You were friends,” he said, avoiding my gaze. “Weren’t you?”
I stared at him in disbelief.
“Friends?” I whispered. Somehow it sounded uncomfortable, 
He didn’t have friends. He never needed any. Never wanted any 
either. In the end, I had been nothing more than a ghost to him. 
A whisper. A presence.
“Look, I know I haven’t been the best brother, and I’ve let him 
down a lot. B-but it hasn’t been easy for me either.”
“Hasn’t been easy? You send your own younger brother to an 
asylum. An asylum, William, declared him insane because you 
couldn’t give him a fucking break.”
“You don’t understand! What -” 
“He needed you,” I hissed. “He needed you and you betrayed 
him.  He survived the accident, against all odds, yet you had 
him locked away. Yeah, I can feel the love.” I sneered and 
walked towards the door. 
“What was I supposed to do!?” he cried, “I was seventeen and 
left with a brother I couldn’t handle. One I hated... He’d been 
the cause of it, yet I was still supposed to take care of him? 
What else could I have done!” I could almost feel the despair 
in his voice. Pathetic.
“He wasn’t insane, William. And he didn’t cause the accident,” 
I couldn’t mask the disgust in my voice. Didn’t really care 
about it either. Right now, he was nothing more and a shade – a 
shadow of his old self. A poor excuse for a human being, des-
perately trying to justify his actions.

“I’m not coming,” I said uncaring. Reaching for the doorknob, 
I suddenly remembered.
“It was his birthday,” I said softly.
“What?”
“When we first met,” I turned towards him, “The best day of 
the year,” I walked into the hallway listening to the door close, 
cutting off William’s sobbing. 
Crying. What a waste of energy. People seriously overestimate 
their relations to others. Not only are they blind to what really 
matters; they actually have the nerve to cry over someone they 
never really cared about. Care. Value. I couldn’t keep myself 
from chuckling as I walked towards the exit; he never thought 
much of such feelings either.

“Why did you do it?”
“Quite the harsh question, no?” he laughed and gestured to his 
bed, “Sit. I’ll tell you,” he turned his head and stared out the 
window.
“Things hold a certain importance at a specific moment. Once 
that moment has passed, there’s no point in caring anymore. 
All of one’s effort, one’s feelings will henceforth be spent on 
someone who no longer exists.”

He had this… ability of sounding brilliant, yet insane at the 
same time. Although I could follow his thoughts most of the 
time, he just made it sound… well, the way he did, I suppose.

“The first time we met, huh?” I pulled up the collar of my coat 
and stepped into the cold, autumn air.
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WE ASKED YOU:

“Probably the song #SELFIE by the 
Chainsmokers. It’s awful.” – Rosie 
Zheng, 1st year

 “Baby by Justin Bieber. That’s gotta 
be one of the worst songs.” – Tom We-
ber, 1st year

“”You’re gonna miss me when I’m 
gone” by Lulu and the Lampshades – 
also known as the cup song. It’s so an-
noying.” – Ocean Koornstra, 1st year

“America’s national anthem. Just be-
cause I am a patriot and I live side by 
side with a proud American.” – Max 
Austin, 1st year

“I can’t think of a song… Oh no wait! 
That song “Lean On” by Major Lazer, 
it’s horrible!” – Nirmal Reddy, 2nd 
year

“Wonderwall by Oasis. It’s so 
cheesy” – Margherita Cantele, 2nd 
year 
“Gangnam Style by PSY. There’s so 
many more but I really can’t think of 
any right now” – Pleun Andriessen, 
2nd year

“All the songs that are in Stefan Sza-
rek’s playlist. He makes me listen to 
them all the time.” – Alex Karvellas, 
2nd year

Which song do you wish never had existed?

“I wish the song “Blurred Lines” by 
Robin Thicke and Pharrell Williams 
never had existed. It always comes on 
at parties, and I’ve realised how nasty 
the lyrics are.” – Vera Ortega, 2nd year

“BECAUSE I’M HAPPYYYYYY!” – 
Nick Handfield-Jones, 3rd year, Editor-
in-Chief of Scriptus


