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By Emma Goodman  
Illustration by Nikki Omes

Yesterday afternoon, AUC Zen held a 
workshop in the contemplation room 
for the members of the yet-to-be 
approved committee ‘AUC Psyche’, men-
tally preparing them for the “inevitable 
rejection” of their proposal for a student 
psychologist. Zen members have insisted 
on assisting AUC Psyche in their cause 
after they were yesterday informed by 
a Mathematics major that, according 
to his calculations, their proposal had a 
94.3% chance of rejection. 

AUC Psyche’s founder, who at this stage 
would like to remain anonymous, said 
that the upcoming rejection was just 
one step in the process of eventually 
obtaining some sort of professional who 
has “more or less” the right qualifica-
tions to assist AUC students with their 
psychological issues. “At this stage, we 
are trying for just about anything” she 
states. The unofficial committee was 
formed after it was suggested by an AUC 
higher-up to form a committee which 
would work toward forming a commit-
tee which would then form a proposal 
for the board of directors for an AUC 
psychologist. 

Students psychologically  
prepare for rejection of student 
psychologist proposal

This too shall 
pass

AND IN OTHER
 NEWS...

DORM DATING

The awkward corner is a space 
to let go of those uncomfort-
able moments in day-to-day 
life. Share your favourite 
awkward memory here, and 
we will rate it on the  
awkward-ometre. 

THE AWKWARD CORNER

I was 
studying in the library 

with my headphones in when 
my friend sent me her fave Reg-

gaeton song. I clicked and bopped 
my head along for a good 30 

seconds when I realised everyone 
was looking at me. Turns out those 
headphones weren’t plugged in... 

During the first weeks of May 
the AUC and UvA cleaners 
went on strike. Their demands 
were to extend their salary to 
the first two days of illness. 

BINS FULL = CLEANERS STRIKE

Single society gurl looking 
for date to bring to Dress to 
Impress party 1st July. Outfit 
provided.

I am so excited to be allowed to draw 
the cover for Scriptus this month! Not 
only because it is the first ever in colour 
(a great honour!), but because it is the 
very last one I will have a chance to 
contribute to. As such, I’d like to use 
this space, instead of just describing the 
cover, to reflect a little on my time here, 
if the editors will allow me.

It has been so inspiring to see this mag-
azine grow from our first attempts on-
line, which I’m pretty sure, went largely 
unbeknownst to the general populace, 
to the flowering official (at least semi-) 
school publication that you are now 
holding in your hands two years later. 
Along the way, we have truly witnessed 
some real magic at the hands of our 
head honchos Nicole de Groot and later 
Rosa ter Kuile, and I rest at ease, safe in 
the knowledge that the torch is being 
passed on to the brilliant and enthusias-
tic Emma Goodman.

ABOUT THE COVER... Lastly, I want to express my admira-
tion (if you’ll allow me a little more 
back-patting) with the way we have 
managed to organize Scriptus as a 
collective, co-operative project made 
up of contributions from all over AUC. 
Yes, there’s been an organizing core, 
but the meat and the brilliance of the 
magazine comes from the effort that 
everyone puts into it, not just a select 
few. A final remark; namely that 
Scriptus has the potential to become 
a platform through which students 
can engage in open and critical dis-
cussion about the institution which 
we attend, and it is one that I truly 
hope to see realized. We’ve made a 
great, fun magazine, now let’s make 
it important to AUC’s growth as an 
institution of learning. 

Gus Møystad 
 
See more of Gus’s work at  
The Goose Den, or in Minou Schraven’s 
private collection

The UI stands for and promotes 
‘unreliable information’. 

When their proposal is rejected, AUC 
Psyche plans to take steps to form a 
committee for the installation of a 
Student Life Officer. When the proposal 
for that is rejected, they plan to form a 
committee for the purpose of training 
students in psychologically assisting 
themselves. They are already working 
closely alongside students in the psy-
chology track, who will have long grad-
uated by that stage. One such student 
stated that she was “extremely grateful” 
to the board of directors for rejecting 
the proposals, stating that “self-psychol-
ogy is the future”. 

Currently, students in need of a psychol-
ogist must seek out the UvA psychol-
ogist, a tremulous venture. Scriptus 
recommends a regular meditation 
sessions with AUC Zen if you are not 
successful with seeking out the UvA 
psychologist. Other useful tips include 
reducing your social life so as to not fall 
behind with your GPA, taking 5 courses 
for extra credit, and forming a com-
mittee for the purpose of hiring more 
resident assistants to eradicate all dorm 
parties so that you can have a perfect 
GPA. Scriptus will keep you posted as 
the situation develops. 

April marked the month of 
various break-ins. The police 
visited the dorms on various 
occasions. No one has been 
arrested. Remember to keep 
those windows locked and to 
hide your kids + wife.

BREAK-INS

TOP 5 AUC ATTRACTIONS

Artis Zoo
Witness the majestic bird-life basking 
on grassy shores

Foam 
Funky and Fantastical Photographs situ-
ated in the second floor gallery

Nemo 
Portal into a Psychedelic space world

Madurodam 
AUC in AUC (AUCeption)

The Keukenhof 
Brought to you by the Garden 
Committee gnomes

...and by ‘hiring’ we mean we want you to get in touch, 
write for us and give your precious time to this cause AND 
NOT BE PAID!

But you do get to practice them writing skills, interview in-
teresting people and go to the GA’s. We hear they’re pretty 
sexy these days...

scriptus@aucsa.nl

* WE ARE *
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ual grading schemes for each partner 
university, something that is not entirely 
feasible.  
 
This didn’t go down well with some 
students. A lot of the criticism that back-
fired on the proposal was that it was 
elitist, that it was only about maintain-
ing higher GPAs, and that it should be 
focused on having a gap in the grading 
system. A particular student summarized 
the criticism in saying that the proposal 
“… reinforces, repeatedly, the notion 
that only high-GPA students are true 
assets for the institution, and the singly 
affected ‘group’ by this grading conver-
sion measure”.  
 
Regardless of its efforts, the Board of 
Examiners rejected the proposal. But 
don’t fear!  The student focus group is 
getting together and trying to re-spark 
the fire that began this debacle. They 
are currently setting up meetings to 
figure out why the proposal got reject-
ed, and what they can do to settle the 
issue. Persistence is key, and hopefully a 
consensus will soon be reached! 

SUNNY AND SULTRY 
ADVENTURES

and this A was an 80% according to my 
host university, AUC would convert this 
into an A- to suit its grading standards. 
The threshold and grading curve of the 
host university are not taken into con-
sideration, regardless of how demanding 
(or not) this course was.  
 
AUC’s Wunderkinder coming back from 
their experiences abroad are faced with 
this injustice, and it really grinds their 
gears. So, on May 7th 2013, a group of 
students put together a proposal and 
sent it to the Board of Examiners. This 
proposal pointed out the injustice in the 
technique, stating that: “it oversimpli-
fies the grading conversion by wrongly 
applying a one-size-fits-all approach 
resulting for many students in big gaps in 

GPA between 
the grades 
prior to going 
abroad and 
those obtained 
abroad”. As a 
solution, the 
students pro-

posed that the grades attained abroad 
should be omitted from the final AUC 
transcript, and simply noted as pass/fail 
grades. Instead of the semester abroad 
grades, grades from the first semester 
should be included. The other option 
proposed was to implement individ-

ABROADITUDE:  
 
Grade Conversion 
Grinding Gears of AUCs 
Wunderkinder

By Lara Bullens 
 
A call to all! It is happening yet again. The 
focus group is getting ready for another 
big battle for a re-evaluation of the study 
abroad grade conversion policies. AUC’s 
Wunderkinder will be pleased to know 
that this has been a student-initiated 
effort to maintain our precious GPAs.  
 
The current process in converting grades 
is as follows. A student coming back from 
their semester abroad, after having a 
meaningful and fulfilling cultural ex-
change, hands in the transcript that they 
are given from their host university. If 
the transcript is made from letter grades, 
these letter grades 
are directly translated 
into AUC letter grades 
-- taking the medium 
value of this letter 
grade. However, it 
is not that simple. 
Where there are per-
centages, it seems, there are problems.  
 
If a post-exchange student hands in a 
transcript with percentages as grades, it 
is the percentage that is converted. Say 
that I received an A in a particular course 
on Excellence in the Liberal Arts abroad, 

Vondel Park Openluchttheater (Vondel Park 
Open Air Theatre)
A collaboration of artists come together each 
year to the Vondel Park Open Air Theatre, and 
the result is beautiful. Performers, dancers, 
artists, film, musicians: every art form can be 
found and enjoyed. 

London Calling: Spring Edition
Many electro, indie, and rock music buffs may 
already know ‘London calling’ as Paradiso’s 
baby, a funky festival of alternative vibes and 
boisterous bands. What they may not know is 
that the next edition will be held at the Tolhuis-
tuin (extra arty and awesome). 

Rolling kitchens
FOOD. Piles and piles of delicious dishes that 
rained down from Heaven for us to pig out on 
in the West park of Amsterdam. It is the prod-
ucts of pure culinary genius, sold under the 
sun (or stars) in an open-air restaurant, from 
the backs of modish mini vans.

Amsterdam Open Air Festival
Everyone will have at least heard of this one. It 
is one of Amsterdam’s biggest electronic music 
festivals, if not the biggest. It’s all about big 
names, amazing music, and beautiful people. 
Don’t miss out!

Holland Festival
A fantastic collaboration of performance cul-
ture, this festival provides Dutch and interna-
tional performance artists to showcase their 
pieces collectively. The sweaty music festivals 
of this time of the year can leave you feeling a 
little sleazy and bamboozled – Holland festival 
is the perfect remedy for the post-party blues. 

Calling all the crazies, culture freaks, and care-free 
creatures: this is the colour edition! Spring is in full 
blossom, and Summer is creeping up – long days and 
beautiful nights await us. For this edition of ‘Amster-
dam places’, we showcase music, food, and culture 
events. Most are outdoors, for the love of lukewarm 
beers, gorgeous sunburns, and sweaty kisses. 

By Emma Goodman 
Illustration by Anastasia Yakunina

Coming back from 
exchange, students are 
faced with injustice

“
”
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Luca: According to us there were too few 
literary activities at AUC. We wanted to 
bring the various small initiatives to a 
next level and provide a platform for stu-
dents to share their love for literature. 
By organizing creative writing work-
shops, reading events and guest lectures 
about literature we are striving to make 
literature more fun and accessible to all 
students at AUC.  

What do you hope that AUC students 
will get out of your committee?

Job: We hope to provide as many AUC 
students as possible with opportunities 
to have fun and relieve some stress by 
playing many different games, both by 
organising events as the committee and 
by functioning as a platform for peo-
ple to find each other and play games 
together.

Luca: We want to give AUC students the 
opportunity to learn more about litera-
ture and develop their own writing. By 
involving both staff and students in shar-
ing ideas on the vast range of literature 
that can quite easily be overlooked in 

the relatively fast-paced course curricula, 
students can all enjoy the texts in new 
and fun ways.

How do you think your committee will 
benefit wizards?

Job: Our committee will naturally benefit 
wizards, as any proper wizard knows 
how to use their magic to enjoy a good 
game, whether that is setting off magic 
fireworks for Hobbit children, flying 
around on broomsticks chasing flying 
balls, or by setting all kinds of young, 
inexperienced people on random adven-
tures that are usually way too dangerous 
for them.
Without PlayUC, wizards would be 
forced to spend their time with much 
less exciting activities, like trying to de-
stroy or save the world, and killing one 
another.

Luca: If there are enough wizards 
interested, the Literary Society will give 
a crash course on wizards in fantasy 
fiction. Believe it or not, this will be very 
beneficial for wizards.  

At one of the last GAs, two new commit-
tees were introduced to AUC: PlayUC, 
(the new gaming society), and AUC Lit-
erary Society, (self-explanitory). We got 
ahold of the chairs Job Zegers (PLayUC) 
and Luca van Bambost (Literary) to ask 
them some questions about their new 
comittees. 

Why did you decide to make your com-
mittee?

Job: We decided to make PlayUC in order 
to be able to organise all kinds of fun 
game-related events in a structured way 
that would not be possible otherwise.

AN INTIMATE CHAT 

WITH THE NEWBIE 

COMMITTEES 

By Nick Handfield-Jones

analytical methods, the course might 
have been more interesting. As it stands, 
we ended up in hour-long discussions 
about definitions, and debates that 
simply went back and forth between two 
standpoints without any depth on either 
side. 

Furthermore, the readings and concepts 
that were discussed were so broad 
themselves that the course ended up 
lacking focus. There was no clear, over-
arching theme connecting the readings, 
nor were we asked to find connections 
between them. The latter would have 

been 
difficult 
anyway, 
given the 
lack of 
analyti-
cal tools 

mentioned earlier. Some of the articles 
lacked depth themselves, and did little 
more than give a name to already widely 
understood concepts (e.g. positive and 
negative tolerance or thin and thick de-
scription). Others were very specific and 
complex (e.g. “Walking in the City”), and 
the discussions on them could have been 
interesting, had they not suffered from 
the same lack of analysis that nearly all 
the class discussions did. In both cases, 

depth was sacrificed for breadth.

Lastly, while the idea of the group 
projects is interesting and the project 
was fun to do, four weeks is too short to 
do qualitative research, especially given 
the fact that only Fridays were officially 
designated as “field work days”. One of 
the most important aspects of qualita-
tive research, as explained repeatedly in 
the course itself, is getting to know your 
subjects and gaining their trust. Had we 
had multiple official research days per 
week, this might have been possible in 
the limited time we had. However, with 
the time we were given, it was nearly 
impossible to truly get to know any of 
our subjects or to even find many sub-
jects; most groups were unable to get 
more than a handful of interviews, let 
alone follow up on them.

The Global Identity Experience could be 
improved greatly by devoting more time 
to the research project, but even more 
so by having a clear overarching theme 
that is approached from the perspective 
of various social sciences rather than 
trying to look at everything through the 
lens of “social science” in general. As it 
is, the course lacks both direction and 
depth, and has no place in a university 
curriculum.

By Anonymous. 

The Global Identity Experience is a 
course that neither knows what it is, nor 
what it wants to be - something both fit-
ting and ironic for a course about identi-
ty. GIE tries to be a general social science 
course. However, by trying not to favour 
any particular discipline, it sacrifices 
depth for generality. It is also too broad 
for its own good, and too 
ambitious in its attempts to 
teach qualitative research 
methods in four weeks.

During discussions on the 
various concepts covered in 
the course it was never made clear from 
which discipline(s) we were approaching 
them, which resulted in us not using the 
perspective of any discipline. This result-
ed in a lack of analytical tools, making 
the discussions unfocused, and prevent-
ing them from going any more in-depth 
than the high school psychology class I 
took at age 15. Had we approached each 
topic from the perspective of various 
disciplines to compare viewpoints and 

THE GLOBAL 

IDENTITY CRISIS

Depth was  
sacrificed for 
breadth

“
”

Prerequisites: Your committee must be 
unique, desired, and sociable. 

HOW TO START YOUR 
OWN COMMITTEE

Proceed to blow the 
minds of AUC students 
with your newly ap-
proved committee

Perspire as you await the deci-
sion of AUCSA. 

Propose: Prove you fit the prereq’s, then 
proceed to explain your purpose, plans, 
budget, and general awesomeness.

*The official proposal form and require-
ments can be found on myauc.nl/com-
mittees* 

That feeling your eyelid feels 
similar to the feel of a male 
reproductive organ?
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By Sophia Pontellier
 
Who hasn’t heard of wunderkinder 
before? These child prodigies are a good 
excuse to not try too hard to be good at 
anything. At the ripe old ages of five or 
six they have composed symphonies or 
beaten the great masters of chess. Some 
well-known child prodigies are musicians 
such as Mozart (who started composing 
at 5) or logicians such as Saul Kripke, 
who had taught himself ancient Hebrew 
by the age of six.  

Although plenty of research has been 
done (probably by very jealous research-
ers) into what happens in these child 
prodigies’ brains, conclusions are hard 
to come by. Firstly there is the question 
of whether wunderkinder are born or 
raised. Empirically this is hard to deter-
mine. Some child prodigies are actively 
raised to become what they are.  

The Hungarian chess teacher László 
Polgár believed that ‘geniuses are made, 
not born’. Before having children, he 
wrote a book on how to raise geniuses 
(in case you are interested in following 
his method with your younger brother 
or sister: ‘Bring up Genius!’) and then 
set out to find a wife that would agree to 
experiment on 
their children. 
Somehow he 
managed to 
find one and 
all three of 
their home-
schooled daughters went on to be-
come great chess players: two of them 
became Grandmasters of chess. One of 
them, Judit, set a record at the age of 
15 years and 4 months for the youngest 
Grandmaster of the time. Judit could 
beat her father at chess when she was 
only 5 years old.  On the other hand, 
George Frideric Handel’s father was very 
discouraged when his young son started 
showing musical interest, as he had in-

tended his son to study law. He forbade 
his son from playing instruments, but 
Handel managed to get a clavichord 
which he kept secretly in a top room and 
which he would play when his family was 
asleep. So although the chess sisters’ 
story would point to nurture as the im-
portant factor in developing genius, we 
can see that it is not always necessary. 

But what is going on in the brains of 
these wunderkinder? Research done 
with PET scans into a mathematical 
child prodigy have demonstrated that 
he appears to use something called the 
episodic memory, where non-prodigies 
do not. Normal humans usually use the 
working memory area of the brain to 

remember pieces of 
information whilst 
they work. Try it out 
yourself - usually 
people are able to 
remember around 7 
± 2 unrelated things 

(such as numbers) in the short-term 
working memory. Experts in a field can 
often remember more than this num-
ber. Expert musicians, for example, can 
often remember practically an entire 
song after hearing it just once. An expert 
waiter can remember the orders of up 
to around 20 people without writing the 
orders down. This effect is specific to 
the area of expertise - the waiter would 
probably score no better than average 

HOW TO ENSURE  YOUR 

CHILD IS A WUNDERKIND

when remembering numbers. Humans 
are better at remembering sentences. 
We can easily remember sentences that 
have meaning of more than 20 words, 
versus 6 unrelated words and 3 words in 
a different language.  

Researchers have argued that this is 
because we have ‘cues’ that involve our 
long-term episodic memory. Episodic 
memory is usually involved in what we 
call memories - you use your episodic 
memory when you recall what state your 
room was in when you left it before your 
holidays (you’re going to have to clean 
up all that mess!).  Mathematical genius-
es may have learned to use this system 
to work out long difficult calculations 
in their head that would be out of the 
reach of simple mortals because of our 
use of the working memory. There are 
many other theories that could maybe 
explain what child prodigies are and how 
they came to be. But not being a child 
prodigy myself, I will leave those up to 
your own researching skills.

Judit could beat her 
father at chess when she 
was only five years old

“
”

By anon.

Banning countries with a large disparity 
of wealth from hosting the world cup is 
an entirely misguided idea. First of all, it 
is incredibly impractical to implement a 
rule that excludes such countries; after 
all, where does one draw the line? If 
we use the Gini coefficient, the most 
common measure of wealth inequality 
(represented on a scale from 0-1 with 
1 being complete inequality), we run 
into a number of problems. Banning 
countries with a Gini coefficient above 
0.75, for instance, rules out countries 

like the United States, Switzerland, and 
Brazil, all of which have hosted the FIFA 
World Cup before (and of course Brazil is 
doing so again this summer). This should 
make us wonder if wealth disparity is 
really the right tool to measure how 
well-fit a country is to host the World 
Cup. By focusing only on the distribu-
tion of wealth, other, more important, 
issues get pushed to the background. For 
instance, focusing only on wealth distri-
bution leaves countries like Iran, Sudan, 
and Saudi Arabia in the clear, despite the 
fact that all these countries are ranked 
“extreme” in the Human Rights Risk 
Index 2014, Sudan ranking the second 
highest in the world. In Iran and Su-

By Marc Bosch Matas

It is usually said that great sportive 
events are beneficial for the cities and 
countries in which they are celebrated: 
depressed areas are renewed, jobs are 
created... But does this always happen? 
In this piece I shall prove that often it 
can be a liability rather than assets for 
very unequal countries.

The main argument is that about wealth 
redistribution: it is quite clear that 

dan, one can get the death penalty for 
homosexuality. In Saudi Arabia, women 
must have a male guardian without 
whose permission they may not travel 
or do official business. And these are 
only a few examples. Yet with the focus 
on wealth disparity, all these countries 
and more would still qualify to host the 
World Cup, while other perfectly viable 
candidates would be left out. A measure 
that would ban countries with a big 
disparity in wealth would exclude the 
wrong countries, and to the extent that 
it would rule out the right countries, 
it would do so for the wrong reasons. 
Human rights should be more important 
than wealth. 

countries with large a large disparity of 
wealth have poor mechanisms of wealth 
redistribution. It follows quite logically 
that the enormous profits generated by 
these countries will not be redistributed 
to the most in need, or used to improve 
public services; rather, the rich shall 
become richer.

In this line, there is another key argu-
ment, which is that “democracy” in such 
countries is disputable. An event such 
as the World Cup or the Olympic games 
require building and maintaining a great 
deal of infrastructures, which, in a coun-
try with low democratic and account-
ability standards is an opportunity for 
corruption.

Linked to this, the modernisation of 
these areas is in actual fact, gentrifica-
tion. Too often, in the name of progress, 
we see locals ousted from their dwell-
ings (and mysteriously, hotels, shopping 
centres, luxury apartments - vintage, of 
course!) appear.

My arguments illustrate that large-
scale sporting events held in countries 
struggling with wealth disparity only are 
beneficial to those with strong social 
positions, sustaining social injustices and 
often creating new ones.

“Should the football world cup be held in a country  
with a large disparity of wealth?”

Did you hear about the Buddhist who 
refused Novocaine during a root canal? 
His goal: transcend dental medication.



10           11

Letter to a Considerate Woman

A Rocamadour, 
Sueña con corderitos, y perdona a Horacio y a la Maga.

It’s a myth lemon drops make eyes brighter Aubine, and 
in any case, I don’t approve you pour them on my eyes. 
Anyone aware of our situation would agree I have very 
little say on the subject, even I do Aubine, and probably my 
eyes are more yours than mine at this point, making this 
whole letter not only irrelevant but even daring and rude; 
nevertheless, please keep on reading and you’ll under-
stand my determination, irrational and pathetic as it is 
though hopefully sufficient to keep you from throwing this 
paper without even giving some minor consideration to 
my request. What I’m trying to say is that this is not solely 
my fault, and I’m embarrassed for what happened and at 

the same time thankful to you for taking care of them (so 
I’ve heard), and the thought of lemon drops on my eyes 
of yours feels like a Sunday afternoon when the threat of 
Monday morning with its alarm clocks, briefcases, ties, 
and high-paced digestion of breakfast  starts to cover the 
horizon, stabbing the hearts of school boys, office workers 
and me, especially me Aubine. 

What an unpredictable disgrace destiny brought to us by 
arranging our schedules, aspirations, and luck so we sat 
facing each other on Friday’s class. It was only natural 
then that I stared at you, at your red lips and pale skin, 
the tattoo on your right forearm (is it a leaf or a feather, 
I can’t tell from this side), and the blue eyes that tried to 
hide beneath the thick frame of your glasses. We played 
glancing at each other, the traditional rules, I glanced and 
then escaped, you glanced and left, occasionally our eyes 
met at some point of their journeys and we both immedi-
ately looked away, feeling embarrassed and happy (I liked 
when you smiled and blushed facing the floor Aubine, I 
also like writing your name Aubine Aubine) and after a pru-
dent time, bravely, we resumed our silent secret. Then of 
course, that Friday arrived, you appeared to be interested 
in the lecture, and my eyes furiously moved trying to call 
the attention of yours, when my left eye popped out.  I re-
member seeing it with my right one rolling across the floor 
to your feet, making a fool of itself in front of the dazzled 
classroom and getting all dirty and infected after so many 
years of refraining myself from scratching with my hands 

By Camilo Chaves

since Dr. Calle says rubbing with dirty fingers scrapes the cor-
nea, how upset he would be if he found out what happened. 
To make things symmetrical, a well-known vice of nature, the 
other coward followed the path of its friend, leaving another 
disgusting trail of slime that I was forced to wash after class, 
trying to cry whatever came out of my empty sockets while 
palpating the floor, in an effort to see with my fingers the two 
paths of tears those ungrateful bastards left me to clean after.

The following morning was a rebirth. I opened my eyes, and I 
say eyes and not sockets because I woke up with a brand new 
pair of eyes. These were green as you might remember, like 
my grandfather’s, the ones my mother prayed I was born with 
several years ago so I could have an advantage when compet-
ing with my other cousins for her father’s affection. Unlike the 

old ones, these white and green balls couldn’t distinguish a 
man from a woman in the distance, so for the first time I had to 
buy glasses, which is good because I always fancied looking like 
Woody Allen and lifting the frame up when it slid through the 
nose. You know what happened then, next Friday both popped 
at the same time and slowly rolled to your feet, and again I was 
on my knees after class rubbing out the slime off the floor. 

And now every Friday a new pair of eyes, sometimes brown, 
others green, yellowish like honey, mixed, combined, always 
different and beautiful like most eyes are though never blue, 
don’t ask the impossible to genes, pop from my face rolling 
obediently to your feet. I’m used to it now, as probably you 
and everybody else in the class is, Carlitos and Discépolo sitting 
next to me always bet which one will arrive first, and it is 
good that people are happy and bet as if my eyes were those 
exuberant racing horses that appear in Humphrey Bogart films, 
making me feel proud when I hear them run. 

Those nights after class, while lying with a smile on my bed 
with the moon lighting the flesh of the two holes drawn on my 
face, I imagine all the eyes I’ve popped, obediently lined up in 
pairs, following you like clumsy ducklings after their mom, leav-
ing a beautiful salty river of inevitable tears behind that seems 
to end in the sun because it is dusk and every road leads up to 
the sun at dusk, rolling without catching dirt from the ground, 
without cigarette butts burning the irises and no pieces of glass 
shrapnel to make them bleed, and they are so bright, as if you 
have poured lemon drops on them.  

By Willem Pije 
Illustration by Yin-Chen Hsieh 

Imagine publishing your first book 
right out of Cambridge, it becoming it 
a bestseller and praised by critics all 
over the world. That seems like a dream 
start to every literary career, and it was. 
Zadie Smith published her first novel 
White Teeth in 2000, when she we was 
24, and this immediately launched her 
to international fame, at least in the 
literary world. The story revolves around 
two friends, the Bangladeshi immigrant 
Samad Iqbal and the typical English-
man Archie Jones, who become friends 
after fighting in the same tank in World 
War II. It mostly focuses on their family 
life, their place in English society and 
the identity crisis of a country that has 
changed so vastly in the last decades. 
 
The struggle to find your roots as an 
immigrant in your new country is per-
fectly described (as far as I know) and 
she touches on the subjects of religious 
fundamentalism and assimilation. 
These seem like heavy topics, but Zadie 
Smith always finds the comedy that 
lies underneath. The title of the story is 
what brings all the characters together. 
It doesn’t matter how different they are, 
outside or inside, in the end all of them 

have white teeth. This is almost the only 
unifying characteristic in the diverse 
collection of characters. Trying to fit all 
of these characters in one book can be 
quite a challenge, but Zadie Smith man-
ages to make three-dimensional charac-
ters of all of them. The first generation 
Bengali immigrant, white middle class 
Englishman and the second-generation 
rebel turned Islam fundamentalist all 
have their own voice and view on the 
failures and victories of immigration.   
 
Fourteen years later, immigration is still 
a hot topic in Europe, and society is still 
trying to figure out how to deal with 
the changes caused by it. White Teeth 
gives you the possibility to explore this 
difficult topic from multiple sides and 

give some insight into the difficulties of 
being an immigrant. This, combined with 
a great sense of humour and a collec-
tion of enjoyable and well-developed 
characters, makes this book all the more 
worthwhile to read. I’m almost inclined 
to say that it should be required reading 
for every politician who feels the need to 
refer to immigrants as useless intruders. 
This book is not going to create instant 
tolerance, but every little bit helps. 
 
Tip: another book of Zadie Smith, On 
Beauty, is the story of a teacher at a 
small liberal arts college. Very recognis-
able and definitely worth reading. 

THE CURE FOR INTOLERANCE
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By Nicole Boscher

Back when Captain America was invent-
ed, life was easy for him: spreading hope 
to the troops and killing a bunch of Nazis 
in WW II. After literally being frozen in 
time, life has become much more com-
plicated, with double agents and traitors 
everywhere. Things become complicated 
when some old friends thought to be 
long-dead stop by to say hi. And what a 

hi that is. Expect guns, explosion and in-
credibly impactful fist-fights, and a lot of 
movement from a to b in various forms 
(including in bulky American cars, planes 
and stuff a lot cooler than planes). The 
actors do their jobs well, although their 
dialogue does border on hammy in 
occasions. But the story has a human 
touch to it, especially when you realise 
how much the story means in today’s 
context. If you want to see a mixture of 
the “Bourne”-films, “Three Days of the 
Condor”, current affairs and “Metal Gear 
Solid” injected with the good-old Marvel 
humour, go and see Captain America: 
The Winter Soldier. And Scarlett Johans-
son should get a Black Widow movie. 
She is fantastic at kicking ass.   

REVIEW OF THRONES

By Nick Handfield-Jones
 
The 4th season of HBO’s megahit, 
Game of Thrones, began over a month 
ago, on April 6th. Four episodes have 
already been released, and it seems to 
be shaping up to be the most intense 
season yet. Based on George RR 
Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire series, 
Thrones follows the political drama 
surrounding several noble families liv-
ing in the fictional, medieval-inspired, 
Westeros. Full of intrigue, violence, 
sex, murder, treachery and betrayal, 
the show never shies away from the 
controversial. From its much discussed 
sexposition scenes, to the gory, bloody, 
battles, Game of Thrones is not the 
type of show you want to watch with 
your parents.  

 
The show really excels, though, in its 
characters. Despite the magic and 
dragons, Game of Thrones is remarkably 
relatable due to the characters. None of 
the personas are totally good or totally 
evil, they are all certain shades of grey. 
They act like actual human beings, and 
for that reason alone, it is worth the 
watch. Game of Thrones airs every Sun-
day at 9pm on HBO.

→Don’t have HBO? Join PlayUC on 
Mondays at 10pm to watch the latest 
episode!

CAPTAIN AMERICA -  
THE WINTER SOLIDER

The Plight of the World’s 
most country-restricted  
superhero

 

Fencing and Archery Printing Co. 
make some nice GoT merchandise. 

TV SHOW REVIEW: 
HANNIBAL

By Anusha Gunawardena
 

 “Having an old friend for dinner” takes 
on a whole different meaning on NBC’s 
Hannibal.   

The series is based on acclaimed crime 
novelist Thomas Harris’s Red Dragon 
series, and features cinema’s favorite 
people-eating person, the whimsical Dr. 
Hannibal Lecter, in a serious game of 
cat and mouse with the FBI.  Adapting 
the Hannibal franchise for TV may seem 
like a bad idea—especially if, like me, 
you adored The Silence of the Lambs 
and Sir Hopkins’s silver screen portrayal 
of Dr. Lecter. What good could possibly 
come of adapting the already thoroughly 
exhausted franchise (five movies feature 
the Lecter character!) for yet another 
medium?  

But showrunner Bryan Fuller (Pushing 
Daisies, Dead Like Me) clearly knew 
what he was doing. 

Part of the show’s strength lies in that 
it encompasses a timeline that is left 
unexplored in the books and films. 
Hannibal’s Dr. Lecter (Mads Mikkelsen) 
is still very much a closeted cannibal, 
who is appointed by the FBI to serve as 
the psychiatrist of profiler Will Graham 
(Hugh Dancy), a task he gladly combines 
with his other “activities”. Mr. Graham 
has a very vivid imagination, and the 
result of this is that he is able to re-
construct and understand everyone’s 
thoughts and actions, including those of 

the most messed-up serial-killers. This 
little gift comes in quite handy when the 
FBI, under supervision of Jack Crawford 
(Laurence Fishburne) aims to solve the 
mysteries behind a chain of particularly 
gruesome murders referred to as the 
Chesapeake Ripper murders. Unbe-
knownst to Jack, they are committed by 
a killer who is hiding very close to home. 
 
This is where the fun begins: the in-
teractions between Hannibal and the 
other characters. As the viewer, we are 
trapped in 
this Hitch-
cockian 
bomb scenar-
io where we 
know a bomb 
is about to 
go off in ten 
minutes, but 
the characters do not. The viewer knows 
perfectly well that the pastries Lecter 
feeds his guests are not quite made from 
duck liver. The guests, you guessed it, 
do not. This is also where the show’s 
remarkable  cinematography comes into 
play. By employing a mix of carefully 

thought-out camera angles, visuals, and 
symbols, all supported by a score that 
is truly shiver-inducing, the show takes 
the viewer into the mind of Will Graham, 
and with it the minds of the disturbed. 
For a network TV-show, the gore level 
on Hannibal is quite high. If you are par-
ticularly squeamish, I suggest watching 
it through your fingers as to slowly build 
up your gore-tolerance. 

The second reason why the adaptation 
works is performance related. The cast 

consists of high caliber 
actors. Mads Mikkels-
en (The Hunt, Valhalla 
Rising, Casino Royale) 
as Hannibal brings 
a type of controlled 
creepiness and sophis-
tication that we do 
not see in the movies. 

Hugh Dancy makes a great Will Graham. 
By gender-swapping key characters from 
the books and films, the TV show made 
more room for female characters, which 
are brilliantly portrayed by i.e. Caroline 
Dhavernas (Wonderfalls) and Gillian 
Anderson (Scully from The X-Files).  

Hannibal is a feast of psychological hor-
ror on a bed of stunning visuals, infused 
with delightfully morbid humor and a 
dash of romance on the side. Hannibal 
caters to those who like character-driven 
plots. If shows based on the “what-will-
they-do-next-question” make you tick, 
Hannibal is the show for you. If you pre-
fer your shows served to you on a more 
straight-forward platter, then maybe 
not. The only way to know for sure is to 
check it out. Just…don’t eat during. Trust 
me.
 
Hannibal Season 2 premiered on 
February 28 of this year

Hannibal is a feast of 
psychological horror on 
a bed of stunning  
visuals

“
”
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> Prospero, the wizard from the Tempest comes 
to the screens. 
> The Sword in the Stone. Disney classic.
> Throne of Blood. Akira Kurosawa adapts 
Macbeth.

By Martin Hoffman

Beginning with the vast success of 
Minecraft, a game made by a single 
man, indie games began flooding the 
scene, leading up to the ragingly popular 
Flappybird. Today, more and more games 
that are developed by small companies 
are not only opening a new market, but 
also questioning traditional gaming in 
exploring new ways of engaging play-
ers and telling stories. While Minecraft 
doesn’t impress with glossy graphics, but 
crude pixels, its strength is in revolu-
tionary gameplay that is not just about 
scoring points or completing a story arc. 
 
Many indie games reference classic, 
arcade-style games and feature typical 
combat mechanics, such as Tower Fall, 
Nidhogg, or Dojo of Death. Others sim-
ply come with great technology, like Next 
Car Game, that, in all honesty, has one of 
the best physics engines in racing games 
to date. Then again, stuff like Octodad 
and Surgeon Simulator 2013 are simply a 
joke in themselves and funny in their un-

DR MOVIES THREE MUST SEE:

The game places the 
player in a truly uncom-
fortable powerful place

“
”

ON INDIE GAMES AND 
WHY WE SHOULD LOVE 
THEM

Paris Texas 
4th June 

 
Two sentence description: 

Dramatic family drama set in the desert. Hot. 

responsive controls (that are comparable 
to the classic browser-game QWOP). All 
of the above are great for their simplici-
ty: They take a preexisting kind of genre 
and make it great, with awesome game-
play, funny tropes, beautiful graphics, 
or good soundtrack (Nidhogg’s music by 
Daedalus is just stellar). 
 
On the other hand, many indie games 
feature interesting, and often experi-
mental approaches to 
narration. Other than 
most big releases, 
plot-excuses like the 
damsel in distress, 
and one-dimensional 
heroes are certainly 
rarer. For example Pa-
pers, Please impresses with not only nice 
graphics and immersive gameplay, but 
places the player in a truly uncomfort-
able, powerful place within the game’s 
universe. Its sociopolitical critique isn’t 
just upfront and linear, but forces the 
player to come up with subversions and 
loopholes in the mechanics. Similarly, 
The Stanley Parable allows the player to 
mess with the narrator. It sticks to the 
aesthetic of the classic shooter Count-
er-Strike: Source, but empowers the 
player to take different paths, using an 
engine that renders loops in space, and 
twists your spatial perception. This use 
of “non-Euclidean” geometries is taken 
to a psychedelic, brain-twisting level 
in Antichamber that scores with more 
traditional puzzle elements. 
 

Another common trait in the develop-
ment of indie games is user participa-
tion. Not only are many crowd-funded, 
but also encourage players to come up 
with ideas for features. For instance, the 
utterly cute tycoon game Prison Archi-
tect releases a new alpha-version each 
month, allowing users to have their say 
while the game is still in production. 
This leads to games that have a strong 

community 
behind them, 
ensuring 
good games. 
Mod-support 
is another 
cool thing to 
look out for: 
Even if you’re 

not skilled enough for coding them, 
they allow you to alter the game you are 
playing, or just add content. So, if you’re 
looking for better graphics in Minecraft, 
more rockets in Kerbal Space Program, 
or just a bugfix, you can find it all, and 
implement them easily. 
 
So stay on the lookout for indie games! 
Even though some of them are bad, they 
are always something fresh, and usually 
inexpensive. In any case, you’re in for 
diverse kinds of gameplay and narration, 
that often come with classic and great 
elements.

While the rest of Scriptus* celebrates 
flamboyant wizards (think Dumble-
dore’s hats and beard adornments) and 
colourfulness, I have opted to differ 
by introducing about fashion’s latest 
development, normcore. Paradoxically 
enough, this trend proclaims that being 
cool is being normal, boring even: it is 
about not standing out. Yes, dear reader: 
continuing with last issue’s meta-theme, 
normcore is 
fashion negat-
ing itself, fash-
ion trying to 
not look fash-
ion-y (that is, 
glamorous and 
spectacular). The term was coined only 
last October by a ‘trend agency’which 
claims that “there’s an exhaustion with 
trying to seem different.”. According to 
them, normcore “moves away from a 
coolness that relies on difference to a 
post-authenticity that opts into same-
ness” (whatever that means). The idea 
seems to be rejecting the notion of using 
clothes to assert one’s unique identity: 
for normcore, dressing up, making an ef-
fort, is trying too hard (hence the return 
of comfortable and even ugly shoes to 
fashion). But although they are asso-

DOE NORMAAL!

ciated with “the idea that one doesn’t 
need their clothes to make a statement”, 
‘normcore’ clothes, too, make their own 
statement: “I don’t need clothes or fash-
ion to show that I’m special”.  

Make no mistake, however: normcore 
is not anti-fashion. In fact, it has been 
fully integrated into fashion: lately, many 
designers**, with Céline as their leading 
example, have been presenting simple, 
monochromatic, non-flashy clothes –and 
are of course cashing in on our ‘rejec-
tion’ of fashion. They have also popular-
ized traditionally ugly, practical items of 
clothing that no self-respecting fashion-
ista would dare be seen in a few years 

ago, the most ubiqui-
tous example being 
Birkenstock-type 
sandals (bonus points 
if you wear them with 
socks!). 

 So what does this bland, blank way of 
dressing say? It is pretty hypocritical: Al-
though it claims to rebel against fashion, 
it is actually just another fashion trend, 
albeit one that allows for less diversi-
ty and creativity. Fashion is important 
because it gives people options, the 
possibility to express their personality or 
mood with their clothes. Normcore, on 
the other hand, negates one of the most 
important things that fashion offers us: 
the opportunity to have fun with our 
image, to be creative and even a little 
extravagant. 

 On the other hand, getting over this 
minor identity crisis (“am I just anoth-
er unsuspecting victim of trends and 
ideology?”), and realizing that there’s 
little we can do to change the fact that 
normcore influences the way we dress, 
let’s have a look at the bright side of 
things: normcore might not be so bad 
after all. For starters, you no longer need 
impossibly high heels to look cool – 
quite the opposite, in fact. Clothes must 
now be comfortable, and the wearer 
must feel at ease in them (something 
that, admittedly, has not been a major 
concern for fashion in the past). Second-
ly, wearing clothes that are pared-down 
and simple in design allows to direct the 
focus more towards details such as fit 
and quality. When everyone is wearing 
jeans, the way to ‘do fashion’ (or in this 
case, normcore) right is to find jeans that 
fit you well and flatter your body type. 
When everyone is wearing black blazers, 
you want yours to be well-cut and made 
from a nice fabric –and so on. This 
(hopefully) allows consumers to have 
more agency: the benefit of embracing 
‘boring’, basic, normcore style is that, 
rather than focusing on what is in, the 
consumer will concentrate on their own 
needs. When essentially every store 
has a version of a basic garment, the 
consumer no longer has to settle for an-
ything less than perfect –provided that 
money is no object, of course.

*more or less
**who were obviously promptly copied 
by Zara, etc. etc.

It is about not 
standing out“

”

By Cristina Roca

UPCOMING                           MOVIE NIGHTS
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Rice
Stir Fry it! Just fry some vegetables and/
or meat of your choice, add the leftover 
rice and some soy sauce. You can also 
break an egg over the rice while is frying 
and stir it a little bit to add some flavor 
and texture. 
 
Pasta
No matter the pasta shape (even spa-
ghetti works!) or the sauce, you can 
always make a pasta frittata or pasta 
bake! For the frittata you simply have 
to fry in a pan some vegetables and/or 
meat (if you want to add some or the 
leftover pasta does not contain already); 
add pasta and some whisked eggs (the 
amount depends on your taste) to make 
a kind of ‘pasta omelet’. Perfect for 
breakfast, lunch or dinner! For the pasta 
bake, you obviously need an oven: oil a 
baking dish, add the leftover pasta with 
some cheese of your choice, and some 
veggies if you’d like and bake until the 
cheese melts. 
 
Bananas
There are many people who HATE slight-
ly brown bananas and throw them away 
as soon as they get a dark spot. To avoid 
this, it is always a good idea to place 
them in the fridge when you see them 
starting to ripe. The pill will become very 
dark, even black sometimes, but I can 
assure you as soon as you peel them you 
will see the inside won’t have even a tiny 
black spot and it will be deliciously cold.
Another way you can keep them from 
browning is to freeze them, but remem-

ber to take the pill off beforehand. If 
you are a fan of ice cream and want to 
reduce your sugar and fat intake you 
will be amazed to discover that if you 
blend a frozen banana it will become 
like ice cream! I swear, just try it out, the 
consistency and flavor are exactly those 
of a banana ice cream and it only has 
bananas!
 
You can also make smoothies! Bananas 
are great substitute for sugar (specially 
if they are a bit brown) and if you mix 
them with some milk and other fruit if 
you want, you will have the best most 
healthy sweet treat or breakfast! Also 
if you use frozen ones, you can get a 
frappe smoothie.
 
And of course… over ripe bananas are 
the best for banana bread!
 
Bread
You can place your bread in the freezer 
and toast before you eat it. It will taste 
as fresh as usual (or even more since 
you have prevented it from getting old). 
If you did not follow this advice and end 
up with old, hard bread….
 
Make French toast! Mix some eggs, 
milk, and cinnamon (if you have some); 
pass the bread through the mixture; 
and fry it. Top with powdered sugar, 
honey, maple syrup, jam, peanut butter, 
hagelslag….

By Fernanda Uriegas  

Magic tricks are all about transform-
ing one thing to another in a way that 
appears magical. This month’s Scriptus 
theme immediately brought to mind the 
magic of leftovers. As often-inexperi-
enced student cooks, we find it hard to 
calculate food portions. During my first 
week at AUC, I ate rice for a whole week 
because of severe portion miscalcula-
tion. I have also had to throw away fruits 
and veggies which I forgot to use.  
 
Eventually, one more or less learns to 
calculate the portions, and remembers 
to use what is in the fridge. But what 
about leftovers? 
 
 A dilemma, indeed: you either throw it 
away (which comes with the waste-con-
scious guilt) or you force yourself to 
eat it (which comes with the health 
conscious guilt). Saving it is often not 
an option: you know you will prefer to 
eat other dishes and eventually throw 
it away. However, creating nice, original 
meals out of leftovers is possible if you 
learn a couple of food ‘magic tricks’. 

CULINARY 

MAGIC TRICKS

Layered cakes are great, but they often 
take up too much time for a student life. 
The magic of this cake is that it layers 
itself. It contains very simple ingredients 
and you will get a cake with three layers: 
a dense layer at the bottom, custard-like 
layer in the middle, and a fluffy sponge 
cake layer on top.
 
Ingredients:
-4 eggs, separated, at room temperature
-1 Tbsp water
-1/2 cup (150 g ) sugar
-1 stick (125 g) butter, melted
-3/4 cup (115 g) flour

-2 cups (500 ml) milk, lukewarm
-2 tsp vanilla extract
 
Instructions:
-Mix egg whites until stiff
-In a separate bowl, beat the egg yolks, 
sugar, water and vanilla until light.
-Add melted butter and continue beat-
ing for another minute
-Add flour 
-Add lukewarm milk until well incorpo-
rated. 
 -Slowly add beaten egg whites
-Pour batter into a greased baking dish 
and bake at 200 C for about an hour or 
until the top is golden.
-Enjoy the magic!

MAGIC CAKE RECIPE

By James Anderson 

For this month’s issue, I have decided 
(in a state of heady nostalgia) to cover 
a topic any ‘musicphile’ laments over 
whilst polishing their vinyl (not a euphe-
mism) - that of “the bands that were”. 
Here are a selection of those bands that 
started so great but ended, or worse 
continue to limp on, as poor tributes to 
their formers selves. 

5. MGMT
It seems that it has all started to go 
downhill for our favourite psychedelic 
neo-hippies as of late. With a debut 
album that boasted dancefloor pleasers 
such as ‘Electric Feel’, ‘Kids’ and ‘Time 
to Pretend’, the band seem to have lost 
some steam with newest album MGMT, 
instead sounding like a shaky tribute to 
the Beatles that substitutes everything 
great about the Beatles with a pastiche 
homage to ‘Octopuses Garden’. Perhaps 
this is just a blip on the radar of the 
band’s career with recent live perfor-
mances failing to ignite, the band seem 
to have lost their mojo. Maybe the boys 
should invest in some narcotics to put 
the fire back in their bellies and not the 
fire to the end of their joints. 

4. Biffy Clyro 
The fiesty Scottish three-piece screamed 
their way onto the alternative music 
scene in the late 90’s. With their first 
three albums earning pride of place in 
many a music fans record collection, 
Simon Neil and the boys seemed to turn 

(...dare I say it) ‘mainstream’. Having 
their song ‘Many of Horror’ covered by 
British X Factor winner Matt Cardle, the 
band seemed to have lost the fiery Scot-
tish flare that cemented them as one of 
the best live bands, instead becoming a 
tad ‘safe’. Well, at least Simon Neil still 
sports some pretty fine artwork across 
his saucy hair-laden chest. 

3. The Rolling Stones
Did I just write that? It seems I did. But 
it is not from a state of psychosis that I 
have added Mick & Keef to this list. It is 
from a state of ambivalence as a Stones 
fan. It strikes one that for years now, 
the Stones have been little more than a 
marketing tool for Jagger to rake in the 
reddies. Admittedly, many bands treat 
their art as a business, but then, every 
business has to know when to call time. 
When the Stones performed at Glaston-
bury, did we see the Jagger that strutted 
and thrusted his way around the stage at 
Altamont? Did we see the Keith Rich-
ards that snarled and strummed his way 
through some dirty rock n’ roll at Hyde 
Park? Personally, I saw a shaky tribute 
to the glory days of the Stones. It does 
seem that the Stones have milked exces-
sive ‘final tours’ to the highest degree, 
leaving any muso mourning the death of 
Brian Jones and the band that once led 
the British Invasion in the mid-60’s. 

2.  The Stone Roses
Picture the scene. 90’s ‘Madchester’. 
The Hacienda. Getting fucked up with 
Bez from the Happy Mondays. A time of 
neon glowing love and excess. One band 
held all the promise of the decade but 
fell spectacularly from their iconic status. 
That band was the Stone Roses. Their 
now classic debut album of the same 
name is regarded of one of the best 
debuts ever, unfortunately its greatness 
was never to be equalled by the band. A 
series of bad management deals broke 
up the band in the mid-90s. Fast-forward 

to their reunion in 2012. Could the Roses 
mark their return to former glory? Could 
they shite. Ian Brown, the Mancunian 
monkey-man maraca messiah appeared 
on-stage at Coachella festival as a geri-
atric shadow of his former self. At least 
the same can’t be said for the rest of 
the band. Bassist Mani’s ex-band Primal 
Scream know how to perform without 
screaming “We’re doing this for the 
money”. Perhaps the Roses should have 
taken note. 

1. Kings of Leon
Yes, at no.1 lies everyone’s favourite Ten-
nessee boys. First breaking the UK rock 
scene in the early noughties, the Kings 
of Leon proceeded to take the world by 
storm with their crunchy southern rock, 
punk attitude, and 70’s drenched beard-
ed fashion. However, it all unfortunately 
turned sour for the boys around 2008, 
when a broken arm left frontman, Caleb 
Followill, only able to strum a few chords 
on the guitar. The result? ‘Sex on Fire’. 
Every ‘original’ Kings of Leon’s fan worst 
tragedy and new anthem for a genera-
tion of Oasis-bumming larger louts still 
morning the breakup of the Mancunian 
stone islanders. Sorry boys, should have 
sent a big F.U. to the record company 
and kept the beards. 

As a concluding thought, it’s not because 
I’m a sour bastard trying to achieve a 
level of credibility by ‘shitting’ on several 
popular bands. I voice these thoughts 
(...with tongue firmly in cheek) as a 
voice for music fans who have come to 
mourn the passing of their favourite 
bands. Bands change and grow older. 
Accusations of selling out are dished out 
in big slopping servings on multi-million 
record deals at a moment’s notice. To 
be honest, I like all of the bands on this 
list. Maybe I’m being a little OTT. If so, I 
apologise. But on one note I’m sure we 
can all agree, that Caleb Followill should 
definitely bring back the tasche. 

“THE BANDS 
THAT WERE...”

Before and after: Kings of Leon
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The idea of Scriptus was conceived at 
CREA cafe. A handful of us wanted AUC 
to have a print publication, and we were 
going to make it happen. The beginnings 
were small and slow, and it took four 
months before the first edition came out 
- aptly named ‘Beginnings’. Looking back 
at that issue, we have definitely made 
some improvements: not only is the 
content better, but the layout is far more 
digestible today! 

This progress has mainly come from 
making many mistakes. For example, in 
the first issue we didn’t realise
how font size 12 looked in print. 
We found out the hard way, and with 
the help of Eddie Stok were able to make 
some big improvements to the look of 
Scriptus. So thanks Eddie for your pages 
of notes! 

As this term now draws to a close, so too 
does my work with Scriptus. And what 
better way to say goodbye than by shar-
ing some of my favourite memories.

1. Getting into trouble for writing an 
Unreliable Information piece about 

A BEGINNING, 
MANY MISTAKES, AND 
A GOODBYE

marijuana growing on the roof of AUC. 
In the 5th edition, I wrote a fictitious 
article how AUC was meeting sustain-
ability requirements and funding the 
scholarship program by growing “grass” 
on the roof. The article was headed un-
der the banner ‘Unreliable Information’, 
and clearly did not speak of any truth. 
But it did mention our Dean’s name. The 
trouble came when the management 
contacted us. They wanted to pres-
ent the issue to the US consulate. But 
they decided that unless names were 
changed, the issue was too risqué for 
such a gift and potentially damaging for 
my own career. Our board found this 
quite amusing as the concern showed 
more about AUC’s relationship with the 
Consulate than a genuine worry about 
the author’s future. But after some dis-
cussion, we agreed to change all names 
involved. To my knowledge Scriptus 
was not given to the consulate but our 
phones have since been tapped... 

2. Being invited for drinks at Folia! 
I’m still unsure how Folia found Scriptus, 
but in the summer of 2013 we were 
invited to socialise at Folia HQ with all 
the crème de la crème of student print 
publications around Amsterdam. Gus, 
Emma, Nicole and I headed to the Folia 
offices and hung round the snacks for a 
little while. Though not much happened 
at this borrel, it was a milestone for our 
group to be recognised by the outside 
as a proper publication. The snacks were 
also delicious.   

 
3. Seeing students read Scriptus! 
This is my favourite! Though Scriptus 
usually comes out on a somewhat 
sporadic basis, it is always wonderful 
to walk round the building and see 
the magazines being read. It definitely 
makes up for all the hours spent in mak-
ing each issue...

I hope the magazine will continue to 
serve as a platform for students to share 
their ideas, make positive changes in the 
AUC community and have a laugh from 
time to time. 

Finally, I want to say a big thank you to 
the Scriptus team – it has been wonder-
ful to work with you, get to know you 
and make Scriptus happen. I wish you all 
the best in the coming years :)

So thank you for reading, and keep 
sending your articles in please!

Rosa ter Kuile

p.s...

That we’re hiring?
Send your motivation to
scriptus@aucsa.nl

Disclaimer: Scriptus is written, edited and 
designed entirely by the students of Amster-
dam University College. The news magazine 
does not reflect or express the official views 
of AUC. Comments, questions and criticisms 
welcome at scriptus@aucsa.nl. 

Copies: 300
Printing cost: €597.05 
Midnight snacks: 3

> Titles are capitalised  
in relation to their 
length 

>  If you hadn’t realised 
yet, we are looking 
for people to continue 
Scriptus! So if you are a 
science enthusiast, like 
talking politics or want 
to contribute a one-off 
piece, get in touch!

ON LOVE AND SEX AND MAGIC

CHANGES

Anastasia Yakunina 
Anusha Gunawardena 
Camilo Chaves 
Cristina Roca 
Emma Goodman 
Fernanda Uriegas 
Gus Møystad 
Katalin Lazslo 
Lara Bullens  
Marc Bosch Matas 
Martin Hoffman 
Nicole Boscher 
Nick Handfield- Jones 
Nikki Omes 
Rosa ter Kuile 
Sophia Pontellier 
Willem Pije 
Yin-Chen Hsieh 

CONTRIBUTORS

4/22/2014 6:42 PM
My boyfriend and I just had sex, and I said to him, in attempt to 
be romantic “it is today exactly 2 years ago that we had sex...”, 
his reaction, “it is also the 125th birthday of Hitler today”.

4/22/2014 12:39 PM
Darn those sports bras. No guy knows they open at the front.

4/22/2014 11:37 AM
Finding out he had a girlfriend (at AUC!) after months of having 
casual sex.. Oops 

So now that we are on the topic of awkward sex stories, have 
you ever had an STD check? Just because they are often invisible 
doesn’t make them less serious – though an invisible problem is 
the easiest to ignore.

The numbers say 25% of students in Amsterdam had a check 
in 2013 but hey, why isn’t it 100% when you look at all the 
options? You can make a free appointment at the GGD to check 
for everything from chlamydia to HIV.  You don’t need insurance 
or a Dutch passport and who knows, you might get away with a 
free pen (and no guys, it doesn’t hurt…no swabs go anywhere 
invasive!). 

You can also get them to send you a free chlamydia home test 
in the post, or go to one of a few places in town, including the 
HIV clinic on Jodenbreestraat (the Out of the Closet second hand 
shop turned into the Kilo Shop but the HIV centre is still open) 
and you guessed it, it is free! Then, of course there is your GP if 
you want to talk to someone familiar. With that many options, it 
would be a pity to throw away this wunderbar opportunity while 
you are still living here. 

Here are a selection of the finest awkward bawdy stories submit-
ted by our very own AUC students. If you want a bit of the fun, an 
anonymous survey link will be posted on our page for every issue.

Overheard AUC student: 

“Is self-plagiarism a thing?” 

SUDOKU
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 “Unicorn blood”
Tipu Sultan Kahn

“Dead puppies”
Victor Smid

“Purple Drank”
Alessio Dispenza

“Rats tails” 
Sonya Langman

“Dead babies”
Jo Coenen

“Honey”
Yolanda Murillo

WHAT IS YOUR SECRET POTION INGREDIENT?

“It’s a secret!”
Isabel Sheridan and 
Annemoon Jonker

“Green ketchup”
Dana Hakman

“Used socks...”
Nick Handfield-Jones


